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: Po the Societies for the Proplithtion 


of Chriſtian Knowledge, for the Re- 


: formation of Manners, and all the other 
| Societies who have the real welfare of 
their feYow-creatures at heart, by what- 


ever name they are diſtinguiſhed ; and 


to all the worthy inhabitants of Great 
Britain, who have a deſire to live quiet 


and peaceable lives, and wiſh a ſtop 


put to wickedneſs and immorality, and 


| to ſee all ranks of people around them 
| happy 7 ee new and ſhort 
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Sketch of a Plan for an Effectual nd 


General Reformation of Life and Man- 


ners, is moſt reſpectfully and humbly 
dedicated A 
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INTRODUCTION. 


„ 1 
FA PROPOSAL for an Effectual and Ge- 
neral Reformation of Life and Manners, 
muſt be allowed by all who believe in a fu- 
ture ſtate, to be the moſt neceſſary and im- 
portant buſineſs. God only can change the 
heart, but we are commanded by him to 
uſe our utmoſt endeavours to promote every 
good work; and for our encouragement we 
have a promiſe, that he who converteth the 
ſinner from the error of his way ſhall ſave a 
ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude 
of ſins: we are alſo told, that righteouſneſs 
exalteth a nation; but ſin f is the eh of 
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a n 
Þ 4 conceive it to ) be a intereſt of every. { 
on who wiſhes to live a quiet and peace= Po 
able life, and the indiſpenſible duty of all Oo 
Chriſtians, to uſe every means in their power 1 
to promote this glorious work. When the 1 


judgments of God are abroad on the earth, 
me inhabitants thereof ſhould learn ri debe. 
. 1 5 * 


14 


0 The Seriptures inform us, that the 
Jews will be brought in, with the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles: perhaps now 1s the time that 
this prophecy 1s beginning to be accompliſh- 
ed; the preſent time is only our's; what- 


ever is delayed is never done; we ought not 


to be afraid to do good for fear we do harm. 


All God's ways are perfect and reel, 
but the ways of man are very different. It : 
is as neceſſary for us to alter our laws and 
enact new ones, as it is to repair our houſes 
and ſhips, or to re-build them. I am the 
more encouraged in this obſervation for an 
amendment of our laws, as I ſaw by the 
Newſpapers, that on the 18th of June 1793, 
the Lord Chancellor moved, © That it be 
referred to the Judges to cooler of, and to 
prepare, and early in the next ſeſſion of Par- 
Hament to bring in, a Bill to remedy the 
defect of the law now in being, relative to 
impriſonment for debt, &c.“ But no ſuch 
Bill, as far as I know, having been brought 
in, I moſt humbly ſubmit the following 
ſhort hints on this benevolent buſineſs, as I 
alſo do all the other hints to promote the 
propoſed general Reformation, to the candour 
and impartiality of an indulgent Public 
earneſtly requeſting they may be read with 
the ſame deſire to promote the preſent and 
fyrure happineſs of mankind with which 


they - 


thay are written; that they will be ſo g 

as to forgive all errors and defects, and ule 
their beſt endeavours to begin and carry on 
ſuch parts of the plan as they may approve 
of: and I truſt in God, that by a due at- 
tention to this Reformation of Life and 
Manners, it will in a few years become uni- 
verſal, and productive of the defired happi- 
neſs; ſo that the preſent age and ſucceeding 
generations ſhall ſay of Great Britain — 
HBleſſed is the nation whoſe God is the 
Lord, and the people whom he hath choſen 
for his own inheritance—the Lord will give 


ſtrength unto his people—the Lord will bleſs 
5 hir people with Peace. | 


My Mikcellancous Propoſals IR greatly 
milunderiood, 1 take the liberty of laying 
| ſome more of the buſineſs before the Public, 
In order to elucidate it the better, I humbly 
requeſt the attention of my readers to the 
chief objects of my plans, which are—to 
prevent crimes, promote harmony and peace 
amongſt all ranks of people, and by the ſame 
means, and at the ſame time, increaſe the 
public revenue. It differs materially from 
the preſent branches of revenue, which 
chiefly tend to raiſe money for the ſupport 
of Government. The Poſt Office goes fur- 
ther; by it the public have theſe letters 
© we 4 Ro expeditiouſly conveyed. : But the 


* 


propoſal for a new branch of revenue goes 
much further. It not only will be produc- 
tive of all the advantages mentioned in the 
printed propoſals, but will alſo in time pro- 
duce a conſiderable annual revenue: and it 
zs ſo calculated, that unleſs the public obtain 

thoſe advantages, the revenue cannot be fo 
productive. Here the intereſt of Govern- 
ment will be madle inſeparable from their 
duty. to the public; ſo that the more real 
good is done to the people, the mere the 
revenue will be increaſed ; and as the Pritiſni 
Conſtitution is the beſt in the world, when 
Government adopt this new branch 'of te- 
venue with diligence and perfeveranee, this 
country will be found the beſt on earth to 
live in—Crimes will be prevented, and a due 
obedience paid to the laws, and all ratiks of 
people will be made happy. 
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Fit and General 22 


| LIFE AND MANNERS 


Max attempts of this kind 2 NE 
made, and are ſtill making in different ways, 
but they have always fallen ſhort of ſo good 
an intention: perhaps my humble eſſay in 
this moſt deſirable work may not be crown 
ed with ſucceſs; however, I truſt, by the 


help of God, to has. before the public a few 


hints how this much-needed and longed-for 
reformation may be begun and carried on, 


in a way, I believe, never yet propoſed ; the 


novelty of which. may perhaps « draw the 
Hb A attention ; 
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attention of ſome people of more.intereſt 


and abilities to promote, as by its being 
adopted, or ſomething on ſimilar principles, 
it will he productive of the greateſt worldly 
| happineſs to all ranks of people in this life, 


and. lay the foundation of a well-grounded 


hope of eternal felicity beyond the WO 5 


My 28 | deſire 3 is to promote a ſpirit 


of true piety and virtue over the whole 


world, and increaſe the followers of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; any reform which has 


not a tendency to this good end cannot ſuc- 


ceed, as we have no reaſon to expect the 


bleſſing of God on what does not promote 
the intereſt of our Redeemer's kingdom : 
all his faithful followers make the beſt ſub- 


jects to the king, and the moſt uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety; ; they render to Cæſar the 
| things that are Cæſar s, and to God the 
| things that are God's; ; and are the people 
moſt to be depended on, as they look for 
another and better world, where they 'muſt 
5 give an account, not only of their words 
and aQtions here, - but allo of their moſt ſe- 


eret 


E 

eret thoughts. People who are actuated by 
ſuch a principle cannot willingly do what 

they know to be wrong; if they have the 
misfortune of being miſled, they will endea- 
vour to make up for their errors by a ſin- 
cere repentance, and ſtudy to be more cir- 
cumſpect in their future life. 


I believe the chief cauſes of all the wick 
edneſs amongſt us will be found, on a ſtrict 
and candid enquiry, to proceed from the 
bad management of our. charity ſchools, 

workhouſes, and priſons; and the great en- 
couragement given to foreigners, their cuſ- 
toms, language and manners. I do not 
mean to be underſtood to ſay that there 
is nothing good in any of thoſe charities, 

or that they are all equally bad; what. 1 
intend to ſhow is, that the preſent princi- 
ple on which they are commonly conduct- 
ed, whether by law or cuſtom, is of the 
moſt pernicious conſequence to the coun- 
try, and therefore ought to be ſpeedily at- 
tended to. I ſhall mention a few of the 
my that I think are wrong, and then 
B2 „ 
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give ſome hints for an improvement, add- 
ing ſome of the reaſons on which my 
opinion is founded. | 1 


The charity ſchools are in general filled 
with children whoſe parents are able, with 
proper management, to educate them; they 
are better clothed, fed, and educated, than 
the children of the induſtrious poor; are 
frequently taught writing and arithmetic, 
and, brought up in idleneſs; they retain little 
affection for their parents, who have aban- 
doned them to the charity of the public, 
and ſpend their money and time in the ale- 
houſe, and, when not able or willing to 
work, they go into the workhouſe. The 
children, who are more ready to follow a 
bad example than a good one, and being 
taught to write and not to work, they are 
now above learning to work, and try to get 
employment as clerks, If they fail in this, 
they ſoon get into bad company, from that 

to a jail, and perhaps make an unhappy 
end; or if their wicked life has ruined their 
health , they get into an hoſpital or the work- | 
houſe, 
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houſe, and ſo continue a burden upon the 


public. It is a common cuſtom in the 
workhouſes about London, to let ſuch of 
the people out of a Sunday as apply for it, 


who, under pretence of going to dine with 
a friend, they go a-begging, and frequently 
get enough to make them drunk before they 


return to the workhouſe: — this is one of the 
cauſes of ſo many beggars var about 72 


ſtreets on Sunday. 


'To. remedy thoſe evils, I nk pro- 


poſe, that no child who is educated by the 


public, whether in the workhouſe or in 
charity ſchools, ſhall be taught any thing 
but reading and working, and carefully in- 
ſtructed in the principles of the Chriſtian | 
religion ; and when the country has any oe- 
caſion for their ſervices, they ſhall enter 


thought neceſſary ; but in caſe they ſhould, 
by their induſtry, get into a good line of 
buſineſs, they may be excuſed from ſerving 


either for the land or ſea-ſervice as may be 


upon providing a ſubſtitute. I alſo humbly 
| en that when any colleQtion | is making | 
B3 in 
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in churches, chapels, &c. for the ? education 
of children, that none of the children be 
permitted to attend near the doors, or with 
plates, &c. to gather the charity, as ſuch 
an attendance only encourages them to be- 
gin begging; a cuſtom that, I hope, will in 
time be entirely prevented, being a princi- 
pal inducement to lying and idleneſs, which 
is the foundation of every thing that is bad. 
They ought never to get money bye, by 
- honeſt induſtry. 
As | to the people of the 8 beg- 
ging of a Sunday, it may be eaſily preyented 
by the governors or managers giving ſuch 
politive orders as muſt enforce obedience ; 
or it may be done better, if a daily watch 
was eſtabliſhed who would take up all beg- 
gars by enforcing the laws againſt them, as 
may be ſeen in my ſketch of a plan to pre- 
vent crimes. 


Every encouragement ought to be given 
to promote induſtry and &conomy amongſt | 
al ranks a people, always giving their chil- 
dren - 


c 
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dren. the preference to charity en 
which will induce thoſe who have any af- 
fection for their children to be careful of 
their education, giying them a good example 

and religious inſtruction. Such parents as 
neglect their duty ought to be dealt with, 
as I ſhall ſhow in its proper place, by con- 
fining them in a houſe of inſtruction and 
reformation; by this means their own in- 
tereſt will be inſeparable from the 50 of 
their children and their e 


Tun Rxasoxs. 134258 
From the great increaſe of charity 3 
many children learn to write, and, being 
better fed than taught, are encouraged to 
idleneſs. By this means farmers and others 
who want labourers are deprived of part of 
the former ſupplies of young people, the 
| children of the honeſt and induſtrious poor, 
who always make better ſervants than thoſe 
from charity ſchools or workhouſes. Theſe 
laſt in general get ſuch a habit of idleneſs 
and all its concomitants, that any thing 
that has the name or appearance of work i is 


B „ bateful 
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| hateful to them; they deſpiſe the employ- 


ment of a farmer, &c, and endeavour to 
get into the ſervice of ſome great family, 
where it is neceſſary that they ſhould keep 
themſelves clean, in doing of which they 


ſpend much time, and when dreſſed they 
are too fine to work, buſineſs is neglected, 


they loſe their place, and are frequently re- 


duced to great diſtreſs. While the children 


of the induſtrious poor being brought up 
from their infancy to work, they delight in it, 
and prove the beſt ſervants, and ee 


from their good behaviour, get forward in the 
world. I was told of a girl in Wales, who had 
worthy parents, they always kept her with 
them; and inſtructed her ſo perfectly in in- 
duſtry and economy, that when the was 
married ſhe had a fortune of five hundred 
pounds of her own acquiring, which was 
chiefly got by gathering water-creſſes, which 
ſhe ſold in the market, and her parents put 
the money out to intereſt and ſaved the 
i whole for her. 0 | 


Þ have been dr oye bya a man who, as a poſ- 
tilian 


1 4 


tifon at an inn in che fate country, had ac- 
quired a fortune of gool. which he had let out 
at intereſt, and ſtill continued in his ſervice. 
It gave me ſo much pleaſure to ſee the care 
he took of the carriage and horſes with which 
he was entruſted, that I heattily wiſhed 
every poſtilion in the kingdom had as much 
money and made as good a uſe of yy 


BOSS The Sunday's ſchools are ſtill leſs to be 

encouraged ; many parents ſend their chil- 
dren there, and if they behave well, they 
have books and other matters given them 
for their encouragement, 'which when they 
bring home, the parents frequently take and 
ſell for liquor, and inſtruct their children to 
tell lies in order to get more books, &, 
thus perverting the charity to the worſt 
purpoſes. Sunday is a day the parents are 


55 diſengaged from work, and of courſe have 


more time to attend to the religious duties 

of their families; they ought to go to pub- 

lic worſhip with their children, and ſpend 
- the "ll of the day i in their PIES en- 
forcing, 
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foreing, by the ſtrongeſt of Arguments a 


pious example. | 


1 ſhall 3 give a few, hints of the bad 
policy of encouraging faeignen to come 


amongſt us. 


They are almoſt always unknown cha- 


rafters, and frequently aſſume names and 
profeſſions to which they have no right: 


many of them have fled from che juſtice of 
their own country, and reduced to the ne- 


ceſſity of doing any thing that will keep 
them in vanity and idleneſs, for they ſel- 
dom have much inclination to work; ſo get- 


ting into families under pretence of teach- 


ing the languages, muſic, &c. they corrupt 


the children, and propagate their bad princi- 
ples by precept and example, neither fear- 
ing God nor regarding man; yet they have 


| the preference in many families to the na- 
tives of this country, of whoſe character 


they may be well informed in the manner 


I deſign to point out in its proper place. 


Though 


N 


Though I am truly ſorry for the bad effects | 


produced by the great encouragement given 


to foreigners, yet it is what I have. been 


looking for theſe many years, copſequently 
am not ſyrpriſed at it ; for I know that God 
orders all things well, Ding perhaps has per- 
mitted the preſent troubles to threaten both 
| our religious and civil liberty, in order to 


awaken in us a proper ſenſe of our duty to 5 


him, and that we will follow the good ex- 
ample of gur worthy anceſtors, and preſerve 


that happy conſtitution which they Pure | 


chaſed wy their blood and treaſure. A 


It! is not to by wondered at that too many 
5 people ſhould ſhew a deſire to imitate fo- 


reigners in their principles, when ſuch care 
has been taken to diffuſe a knowledge of | 
their language, manners and cuſtoms over 
the whole country, and to receive them 
with ſuch cordiality into our houſes, If 


the cauſe is eppes the 9 will ceaſe. 


4; come now to give ſome hints of the 
bad management of qu pailads, where I 


dan 


' 1 1 
humbly propoſe that this effectual and ge- 


neral reformation mould begin. The wick» 
edneſs committed in the priſons is ſo great 


as to call for a ſpeedy remedy, If the pub- 


lic duties of our holy religion, and obedi- 


ence to our laws, cannot be perfectly en- 
forced in our priſons, it is vain to expect it 


elſewhere. It is abſutd to have laws which 
are not to be abeyed : to enact unneceſſary 


laws js folly; and not to enforce good ones, 


weakneſs, It is a fact too well known, 


that many people get corrupted in the pri- 


ſons, and come out worſe members of ſo- 


ciety than when they went in. The jailors 


or keepers of priſons, in general, endeavour 


2 to get all the money they can by their of- 


fice; by this means the priſoners are ſel- 
dom reſtrained from any thing they have a 
mind to do, except that of paying their fees 


: or making their eſcape. 


If priſons were put oF kept under pro- 


per regulations, as they certainly may, they 
will prove a bleſſing to the country. This I 


mean to ſhow, by giving a few of my ideas 
On 


—"FR4 

on this very important buſineſs : but it will 
firſt be neceſſary to point out the diſeaſe, 
and then to propoſe the remedy and method 
of applying it; or, in other words, exhibit- 
ing the prefent ſtate of the priſons, it will 
appear what I wiſh they ſhould be reformed 
from; and then I ſhall humbly point out 


how this reformation- work ſhould be begun 
and carried on. 


As the King's Bench priſon, near Lon- 
don, is the beſt known, and ſo well ſituated 
for the propoſed reformation, I ſhall ſele& 
that as an example; and if I am ſo happy 
as to ſhow how it may be reformed, the 
fame method, with ſuitable alterations, can 
be applied to all the priſons in the kingdom. 5 
The diſeaſe is the ſame, only in different 
forms or ſhapes, and more or leſs inveterate 
according to the ſize and ſituation of the 
place, and is generally produced by wine, 
women, and gaming. There is no place in 
the kingdom fo well calculated for the en- 
joyment of thoſe pleaſures, without an 
_—— as * priſon of the King 8 E 
| * The . 


1 41 


The following i is a copy of the laft Rules 
and Orders for the * of 1 it : 


Forxrurn RULES AND ORDERS 


For the Government of the King s Bench 
Priſon, made and ſigned the 1oth Day 
of May, 1759, by the Lord' Chief Juſ- 
tice and Judges of his Majeſty's Court 
of King's Bench, whoſe names are here- 
unto ſubſcribed. 


I. THAT the Marſhal take order from 
time to time, that no perſon coming to the 
ſaid priſon, do carry any piſtol, ſword, or 
other weapon, into the ſame. 


nk That, if any priſoner on the Maſter's 
ſide ſhall preſume to extort garniſh or other 
exactions from any priſoner,” in violation 
of former orders in that behalf, ſuch of- 
fenders (at the diſcretion of the Marſhal) 

be turned over to the common fide, for any 

time not exceeding one calendar month; 
and if any priſoner on the common fide. 
ſhall offend in like manner, he ſhall (at the 
diſcretion 


rr ce AA Ares ; 


1) 

diſcretion of the Marſhal) be excluded 
from all ſhares, dividends, profits, or right 
belonging to the priſoners on the common 
ſide, other than the ſhare ariſing from the 


baſkets, for any time not exceeding a ral 
night. | 


III. That the Marſhal take care that the 
doors opening into the great garden, be 
locked up every evening as ſoon as it 
ſhall grow dark, and the other doors lead- 
ing to the wards of the faid priſon at nine 


0 o clock my night. 


IV. That no priſoner take collins of 


any chamber within the ſaid priſon, without 


the conſent of the Marſhal ; or pull down 
any partition, or make any other material 

alteration therein, without the like conſent; 
and that the diſpoſal and appointment of the 
chambers or rooms within the ſaid priſon 


be in the Marſhal only (except ſo as not to 
turn any priſoner out of poſſeſſion who 
ſhall be rightfully poſſeſſed of a chamber, 
without reaſonable: cauſe); and that every 


priſoner, 
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priſoner, on his or her diſcharge, deliver 


over to the Marſhal, or his Chamberlain, the 
key of his room or chamber, and all * 
Marſhal's furniture therein. 


V. That if 7 priſoner on the Maſter's 


ſide ſhall refuſe or negle& to pay his cham- 


ber rent for the ſpace of one month, it ſhall 


be lawful for the Marſhal to turn ſuch pri- 


ſoner over to the common ſide, till the 
arrears of ſuch rent be paid; and in ſuch 
caſe the Marſhal cauſe an inventory to be 


made of the priſoner's goods and effects (if 
any), ſigned by two witneſſes, and ſhall im- 


mediately deliver ſuch goods and effects to 
ſuch priſoner; and that the Marſhal may 


detain the perſon of any priſoner, though 
diſcharged by the plaintiff, until his che 
priſoner's fees and arrears of chamber- rent 
(not 2 one ee ſhall be Nad 
and ſatisfied. 


1 b 


ſhall, within the ſaid priſon, fell any vie- 
Falk wine, beer, ale, or other liquors, 
without 


without the Marſhal's leave ; and if any 
| priſoner or priſoners ſhall offend in 


tn) 


premiſes, it ſhall be lawful for the Marſhal 


to turn him, her, or them, over to the com- 
mon fide, for any term not exceeding one 


calendar month; and the Marſhal is hereby 
required to take care that good order be 
kept by all perſons ſelling by leave as afore- 


ad. 


1 That the great room on the com- 


pair for the ufe and beneſit of the priſoners, 
for exerciſe and converſation, and that a fire 


be kept therein as often as the rigour of the 
ſeaſon ſhall require; and that the two rooms 
over the ſame be reſerved for ſuch priſoners 


as ſhall be afflicted with any diſeaſe or other 
infirmity that may require ſuch an accom- 


. 


VIII. That no perſon turned over to lle 
common ſide for any of the offences afore- 
ſaid, or for non-payment of chamber- rent, 
ſhall (during the time he ſhall remain there) 
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be entitled to any ſhare, dividend, or profit, 
other than the ſhare of the baſkets; or be 
capable of bearing any office, or of voting 
in the choice of any officer belonging to the 
common ſide, unleſs he ſhall become duly 
qualified for the ſame, according to the 
uſage of the faid priſon, and the former 


rules made i in that behalf. 


IX. That whale rides together with the 
former orders and rules for the government 
of the ſaid priſon, be fixed in the moſt 
public places thereof, for the uſe and inſpec- 
tion of the priſoners therein, 


(Signed) RN 
© MANSFIELD, 

T. DENNISON, | 
M. FORSTER, 
E. WILMOT. 


A Fury 


A Further Rule and Order for the better 
Government of the King's Bench Priſon : 


Made and ſigned the 19th Day of May, 
1760, by the Lord Chief Juſtice and 
Judges of his Majeſty's Court of King's 
Bench, whoſe names are hereunto ſub- | 
ſeribed. 


| THAT, as well for the ſafe e of the 

priſoners within the ſaid priſon, and preſer- 
| vation of good order within the ſaid priſon, 
as for the puniſhment of ſuch priſoners as 


ſhall be guilty of any miſdemeanours within 
the ſaid priſon, it is hereby ordered, That 


in caſe any priſoner or priſoners, in cuſtody 
of the Marſhal of the ſaid priſon, ſhall eſcape 
or attempt to eſcape out of the ſaid priſon, 
or ſhall be aiding, abetting, or aſſiſting any . 
priſoner or priſoners to make their eſcape 
out of the ſaid priſon ; or ſhall ſell or expoſe 
to ſale, or procure to be brought into the 
ſaid priſon for ſale, any victuals, wine, or 
beer, ale, or other liquors, without the leave 5 
of the ſaid Marſhal; or ſhall injure, aſſault, 
or abuſe any other priſoner or priſoners, or 
C2 | other 


6800-1 5; 
other perſon or perſons coming to the ſaid 


5 priſon on their lawful occaſions ; or ſhall 
: blaſpheme the name of God, or be guilty 


of ſwearing, or behaving themſelves in a 
riotous or diſorderly manner in the ſaid pri- 


ſon, or contrary to the rules and orders al- 
ready made for the better government of the 
ſaid priſon ; that then, and in any of the 


ſaid caſes, it ſhall and may be lawful for 25 


the Marſhal of the ſaid priſon, for the time 
being, to remove all or any ſuch priſoner 
or priſoners ſo offending i in any of the mat- 


ters aforeſaid, to the gaol for the county of 


| Surry, in the borough of Southwark, or to 


the priſon of the Marſhalſea there, or to 


the Bridewell within the ſaid borough, at 
the diſcretion of the fajd Marſhal, for ſuch 


time as the ſaid Marſhal ſhall adjudge and | 
think adequate to the offence or offences, 


for which ſuch priſoner or priſoners ſhall 


be ſo removed as aforeſaid, not exceeding 


| the ſpace of one calendar month for the firſt 


offence z ; and if any of the ſaid priſoners 
ſhall offend a ſecond time in the premiſes, 
or in any of them, that then, and in ſuch 

caſes | 
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_ caſes, it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid 
| Marſhal to remove all or any ſuch priſoner 
or priſoners ſo offending, to any of the 
:Love-mentioned priſons, at the diſcretion of 
the ſaid Marſhal, for ſuch time as the ſaid 
Marſhal ſhall adjudge and think adequate 
for the ſaid offence or offences, not exceed- 
ing the ſpace of three months: And that 
this Rule, together with the former Rules 
and Orders of this Court, made for the 
government of the ſaid priſon, be fixed in 
the moſt public place thereof, for the uſe 
and inſpection of the ma therein, 


(Signed) 
8 MANSFIELD, 
T. DENNISON, 

M. FORSTER, 
E. WILMOT. 


'C3 A Table 
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A Table of Fees to be taken by the Mar: 
ſhal of the King's Bench Priſon, i in the 
county of Surry, for any Priſoner or Pri- 
ſoners Commitment, or Coming in Gaol, 
or Chamber-rent there, or Diſcharge "ET 
thence, in any Civil Action : Settled and 
eſtabliſhed the 16th Day of June, i in the 
33d Year of the Reign of his Majeſty 
King George the Second, and in the 
Year of our Lord 1760 purſuant to an 
Act « for the Relief of Debtors, with 
reſpeet to the Impriſonment bo their Per- 
ſons:“ viz, : 
6. d. 
Firſt, To the Marſhal, for every 5 
priſoner committed onany civil action 4 8 
2. To the anker on the Maſ- 
ter's ſide — — 1 6 
3. To che Marſhal, on the a 8 


charge of every ſuch priſoner 
4. To the Deputy Marſhal, upon 


the diſcharge of one or more actions, 


executions, or other charge, and no 


further fee, be there never ſo many 


actions — — — 


4 © 
5. To 


A. 


5. To the Clerk of the Papers for 
the firſt action, upon the diſcharge 

6. To the Clerk of the Papers for 
every action, execution, or other 
charge: to be paid on the diſcharge 

7. To the Deputy Marſhal, upon 
a commitment of the priſoner in 
Court, or at a Judge's chambers, in 
any civil action, if carried to the 


King's Bench Priſon — Ok 
9. To the Clerk of the Paper for 91 


9. To the Laid Deprity Marſhal, 


foe a ſurrender in diſcharge of oy FT 


be there never ſo many actions 


10. To the Clerk of the Papers ; 
for each action upon ſuch ſurrender o' 


11. To each of the four Tipſtaffs, 2 


28. 6d. for each priſoner's commit- 
ment by the Court, and carried to the 
King's Bench priſon, in the whole 


12. To the Tipſtaff that carries 
any priſoner committed at a Judges 


chambers to the ſaid priſon — 
ö 


R_—_— — ͤ —— 
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each 
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13. To the Marſhal, for the uſe 
of chamber, bed, bedding, and ſheets, 
for each priſoner, if provided by the 
gaoler at the priſoner s requeſt, for 
the firſt night, in the common ſide 2 


of the ſaid priſon Pa 


14. For the like uſe every night | 


the priſoner remains in th after 


the firſt FIC} abi? 


> Bhi And if two lie in a bed, a 
each — 2 SONS BY 
16. For the like uſe efinidy ok 555 
ſoner that goes on the Maſter 8 ſide, N 
for the firſt niet — 
17. For the like uſe r night | 


after the firſtt— 3 
18. And 6 20 le in a bed, 2d 


19. And if the Bowe finds his 
own bed, bedding, and ſheets (which 


the Marſhal is in no ſort to hinder 

him of), then he ſhall pay, for 
chamber- rent, to the Marſhal me | 
week — — 


89 29 


* 


aeg 


"LE WT. 
No other fee for the uſe of chamber, bed, 
bedding, and ſheets ; or upon the commit- 


ment or diſcharge of any priſoner on * 
civil action. 
MaANspIELD.. : 
i i. 
 Tromas Howanp. IE 
ANTHONY Tromas AnDr. 
WIILIAN HAMMOND. | 1 


From the beſt informal 1 have Yon 
able to procure, there have been no regula- 
tions made ſince the foregoing in 1760, ane 
which do not apply to the preſent ſtate of 
the priſon, as it has ſince been burnt, and 
rebuilt on another plan ; the priſoners have 
to provide themſelves in every thing, as the 
chambers are empty, not even a ſtool to ſit 
on but what they muſt purchaſe or hire 
where they beſt can, as the Marſhal fur- 
niſhes neither bed nor bedding, though he 
ought to do it by, the thirteenth and five 

4 following 
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following articles, but the nineteenth he 


obſerves in taking « one a a week for 
each room. 2 f 


In Spring 1793, there were about ſeven 
hundred priſoners; their wives, miſtreſſes, 
children, and ſervants, about four hundred; 
which made above one thouſand, almoſt 
_ conſtantly reſiding there; and their viſitors 
on an average at leaſt No hundred, who 
may come at eight in the morning and re- 
main till ten at night. Thoſe, with dogs, 
cats, fowls, and birds, are the inhabitants " 
the place. wy | 


The area allotted for the priſoners to 
walk in for air and exerciſe, is almoſt en- 
rely taken up in the day with racket play- 
ing and other games, and at night with 

children and dogs; ſo that the priſoners are 
in a great meaſure prevented from walking, 
as thoſe idle and riotous gamblers carry 
every thing their own way. Racket play- 
ing, &c. is not- confined to the priſoners; 
the Marſhal's coachman or ftable-boy, or 


{9/1 
any gambler in the world that chooſes, may 
come in and go out as he pleaſes, the ſame as 
to a bear- garden; ſo that it is made a ſemi- 
wrt for wickedneſs and ene, 


1 


When the Marſhal has been poke to, to 
prevent ſtrangers from playing at rackets, 
and enforce the order upon the priſon- door 

againſt dogs being admitted, he ſaid, © It _ 
would be hard, when a priſoner had a friend 5 
to come to ſee him, not to allow them to 
play a game at rackets; and it would 

alſo be hard to deny a priſoner the liberty | 
of f keeping a Avoutite {punet. . 


When theta to have ſome idle fel. 
lows (that kept in the priſon for reaſons beſt 
known to themſelves) taken up for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, he gave no anſwer; and when 
ſome of the priſoners complained of the bad 
treatment they had received from their fel- 
low priſoners, the Marſhal at laſt ſent for the 
parties to the F ODOT and told the complainer 
that Mr. was drunk when he commit- 
ted the e and was now ready to make 


| an 
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28 
an apology, which was as much as one 


pee could expect from another. Here 
he acknowledged the offender was drunk, 


and yet did not enforce the law againſt 
drunkenneſs, as he knew it would be puniſh- 


ing ſome of his beſt cuſtomers, 


"Wain every enquiry I have been able to 
make, I cannot find that either the Mar- 


ſhal or his Deputy have entered the priſon 
for months, or perhaps for years, to obſerve 


the conduct of the priſoners, or to afford 


them any advice or aſſiſtance. This they 
leave to others, who had need of people to 
regulate them; by which means the internal 
government of the priſon is much neglected. 


It muſt be a great loſs to ſocicty to have the 


children of noblemen and gentlemen allo- 
ciating with the worſt of characters. 


The total number of perſons naked for 


debt in the different gaols of England, ac- 


cording to the laſt ſtatement thereof, was 


1957, the number of wives belonging to 
- them were ſaid to be 1300, and the number 


of 


- 
4 


1 29 J 5 
of children 4088. There were 100 Crown 
debtors, but neither their wives nor children 
are ſtated; but ſuppoſe their wives and chil- 


dren to be in proportion with the —— 
which 1 is _ three to one, 


The total number of ae will 


3 V 
Their wives - - 1300 
Their children * : — 4088 

The Crown debtors - 100 
Their wives and children | 9 1h 300 
Total number of priſoners for debt, 
with their wives and children _ 7745 : 


In this 1 of the debtors there is. 
no mention of the number of ſervants, miſ- 
treſſes, or others who have their dependence 
upon them, which muſt be very conſider- 
able; I think they will be under-rated if I 

ſuppoſe each priſoner, on an average, has 
only two perſons who come to viſit or at- 
tend them, under whatever name they may 


z 


There 


34, the number of years ſince | * — 


11 


There are ſuppoſed to be an- 


Fe nually committed to the King's 


Bench priſon, n, - 1000 
heir wives and children, three 
to one, 3 — 0 
Their ſervants, vilitors, &c. 
two to One, aU—U—— — 2000 


5 | 6000 
Suppoſing only four times this he 
number in all the other priſons 


in n — — 44, oo 
| D 2 3 30,000 
Which being multiplied by] 34 


any rules or orders have been | 

| 90, 000 
given for regulating the King“ 1 5 
Bench priſon, — 535 $ q I,020,000 | 


Total number of priſoners, &c. during the 


laſt thirty- four years, One million and twenty 
thouſand priſoners for debt, and others con- 
nected with them, who have either reſided 
there, or very frequently viſited them when 
in priſon, How many of theſe have been 


_ corrupted 
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corrupted, I will not take upon me to ſay ; 3 


but I may venture to affirm that few, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, have become good 


members of ſociety. Many during their 


confinement have learned to be'very expert 
in all ſorts of gaming and wickedneſs, which 


they praQtiſe as ſoon as they get their li- 


berty ; ; this is a fact ſo well known that it 
is ſufficient for the preſent to mention it. 


What is to be expected of a priſoner that 


has been confined till his money is ſpent, 
his friends forſaken him or dead, and him- 
ſelf drove to the neceſſity of beginning the 


World again, without character, friends, or 


money ? He cannot ſtarve; ſo he is compelled 
to follow what he learned in priſon, gamb- 


ling, ſwindling, or any thing that has the 
appearance of procuring him a meal ; if he 
cannot live in this way, he goes one ſtep far- 


ther, and endeavours to procure a ſubſiſt- 


ence by acts of violence, and in a little time 


falls a victim to public N 


"of "TT remedy thoſe evils, this propoſal for 
an effectual and general reformation of life 
and 


4 


E 1 2 
and manners, is moſt humbly ſubmitted to 
the ſerious conſideration of the benevolent 


and worthy inhabitants of this kingdom. 


The advantage of ſuch a reformation is of 
the greateſt importance to all; in making 


the trial it can do no hurt: nay, it is evident 


that it muſt be productive of much good, 


as no priſoner will be diſcharged until he 


give full proof of his obedience to the laws, 
and ſecurity for his future good conduct; 


when this is done, no creditor will have it 


in his power to detain him, he then goes 


into the world with a fair character, and as 
it is his intereſt as well as his duty to be- 
have well, it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe he 


will do ſo, and not forfeit his bond and get 
again into priſon, from whence he will not 
get out on the ſame conditions as before. 


In order to remove every poſſible objec- 


tion, and to keep the priſoner, whether male 
or female, from all temptations to a bad life, 


work will be found them, or they will be 
maintained till ſuch time as a ſuitable em- 
ployment can be had, giving the preference 

8 to 
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to thoſe whoſe behaviour has been the moſt 


en all 0 kuibly propoſe, at female pri- 
ſoners ſhall be confined in a ſeparate priſon 
from the males, and put nder the care of 
keepers of their own ſex ; and that no males 
ſhall be permitted to ſee them except their 
relations and ſuch others as have real buſi- 


neſs with theni, and the interview always 
in the preſerice of one or more of their fe - 


male keepers; under reſtfictions, as, ſhall be 


ſhown in its proper A 


ti 1 lou of my readers may think | 
the number of  priſotiers in gaol and their 
wives over- rated, &cc. I ſhall ſtate the actual 
number of priſoners only, which afe Fr 


ng to be annually commined, 


10 the King $ Besch hs 7 1 a : 1 
And four times this number in all | 


the other priſons in England is is - | 4000 
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Sooo | 
Wulch multiplied by 34, ab 34 


before, makes one hundred and — 


2 ſeventy thouſand; a number ſuf- 0,000 
ficient of themſelves to corrupt 1 
the world, beſides an annual ſup-) 170,000 


ply of five thouſand, newly inſtructed ! in 
all the moſt ſuccbſaful 1 of POTS 2 
lvindling, &e. e ee 3 a RY 
"The objeft of Py IT att is to 
preyent the increaſe of debtors, and leffen 
the number of criminals, by making it the 
intereſt of every inhabitant of this country 
to be honeſt, induſtrious. and ſober ; ſuch as 
act EY: will forfeit their bo ads, and be 
reſtrained from doing evil. ON, 
II this reformation wo buf commenced 
with his Majeſty's reign, we ſhould have 
1 had a valuable addition of one hundred and 
| ſeventy thouſand reformed debtors who had 


given ecurity, for. their future good beha- 
viour, beſides a freſh ſupply of thoſe who 
have: been newly inſtructed i in piety, induſ- 


HOO: | AL | try, 


; $4 


try, ſobriety, honeſty, and xconomy, or 
they muſt pay the penalty; but it is nat 
my wiſh to raiſe money in this way, I would 
rather that they all behaved ſo well, and 
that there were no forfeitures : In this event 
the propoſed reformation would be ſo far 
completed, when all debtors releaſed from 
N become good members of ſociety. | 


When priſons are pat and kept under 
ſuch regulations as to render the priſoners, 
when they obtain their liberty, good and 
uſeful members of the community, we may 
then expect many national advantages to 
ariſe from it, Which will be productive of 
further bl eſſings to the people, as all im- 
provements are progreſſive. 1 therefore 
humbly propoſe, that a place for the refor- 
mation of our youth may be fitted up near 
London, and another at St. Andrew , vhere 
parents, guardians, and others who have the 
care of children, may ſend ſuch as have ne- 
glected their education at other places, and 
refuſe to be admoniſhed; ; in which places 
of reform they will be ſecluded from all 


6 ö D 2 4 company, 


1 
company, and, beſides religious inſtruction, 
they will be aſſiſted vrith proper maſters in 
any branch of literature, arts, ſciences, ma- 
nufactures, trade, &c. ; ; and upon their good 
behaviour, and ſubmitting to all the regula- 
tions of the houſe, their parents, &c. may 
take them away when they pleaſe. This, 


upon trial, will be found a better way of re- 


claiming a ſpirited young gentleman, than 
the preſent practice of ſending him to the 


army, navy, or abroad, where they too fre- 
quently ſpend their time and · money very 
unprofitably; ; and ſome, on their return, ſell 
the ancient eſtates of their families, and lire 
in obſeurity. How many thouſand fine and 75 
noble manſions have paſſed into the hands 


of new purchaſers, during the preſent reign, 


1 cannot ſay; 3 but I believe, if places for re- 
formation were eſtabliſhed, the hereditary 
eſtates would continue much longer in the 
families. It avails little in parents or others 
acquiring a fortune, and leaving it to their 
children or relations, unleſs. they. alſo, put 
them i in the Way to, make a gaod uſe of it, 
and to retain it in . family. | The beſt 
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means, under God, for this purpole, 3 is a 
good education and good example: if theſe 
ſhould fail, then to have recourſe to a Place 
of reformation ; for if they ever get into. 
_ priſon, ſuch as the King's Be. ch under its 
preſent + management, there is nothing but 
infamy and ruin to be expected. As this is 


a matter of ſo great moment, 1 ſhall be 
more r in N git. 


. 


T have propoſed to begin this reformation 
4 in two places; the one near London, 
where they will have the advantage of 
many able teachers; the other at St. An- 
drew's, the moſt W 8 univerſity i in this 
kingdom, where the learned profeſſors will 


uſe every endeavour to reclaim and inſtru 
their pupils, In this comparative trial of Y 
the two places of reformation, we have 


_ reaſon to expect all the teachers, 


and others 


employed, will be ambitious to promote ſo 
valuable an inftitution ; and the public wil! 
be able to judge with certainty which place 

is the beſt, when they ſee which of them 


reclaimed the greateſt number, and have 
3 continued 
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continued to he 28 W of . 
ciety. 


In order that this may be done effeQtual- 
ly, and with a view to promote a laudable 
emulation amongſt all thoſe who are intruſt- 
ed with the education of youth, whether 
they | be ſchoolmaſters, miniſters, or others, 
1 propoſe to connect their intereſt with their 
duty, ſo that they ſhall participate in the fu- 
ture good or bad behavipur of their pupils. 
It is a fact well known, that ſome ſchool- 
maſters endeavour to get all the ſcholars 
they can, and pay little attention to . their 
inſtruction or morals, except to ſuch as they 
think may be of ſervice to promote their 
| ſchool. They ſeldom or never complain to 


their parents or guardians, for fear of having 7 


the boy taken away; by this means the bad 
are kept at ſchool with the good, who are 
too frequently corrupted by them. There 
Is certainly a very great difference i in the 
diſpoſition of children; the beſt may be 
corrupted by their companions, and the 
worſt may be made obedient and orderly; 

the 


19) 


the ſureſt way of doing Ws is, to chſerpe 
the ſame caution as in epidemical diſorders, 
and remove the diſeaſed from the healthy; 


one bad child may corrupt a whole ſchool, 


it not ehr er tine, yt 


Ez 


I therefore propoſe, FN when he leaves 
one ſchool to go to another, or to the uni- 
verſity, or if he is turned away for bad be- 
haviour, that the maſter ſhall acquaint his 
parents or guardians with the real character 
of the boy, which he ſhall alſo enter in a 
book kept at ſchool for that purpoſe; and 
that the ſchool or univerſity to which he is 
going, ſhall enter the certificate of the boy's 


character in their book. In this way, the 


ſchoolmaſters will be a check upon each 
other, and, by comparing thoſe certificates, 


it will appear at whoſe ſchool he y Was . 


rupted or e 


I alfo 6: that all _ of Public 7 
worſhip may be put, on a ſimilar footing 
with the ſchools; that none ſhall keep a 
ſchool or any diſſenting meeting, but ſuch 
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I 1 
only a as give feeurity for their Nee" bea 
viour. They ſhall mention of what ſect or 
denomination of Chriſtians they are ; the 
| place, days, and time they meet 5 wor⸗ | 
hip; all which they are to write on, a ſhil- 
ling ſtamp, and carry to the ] Miniſter of the 

wh? to be ſigned by him and the Clerk, 
or which the Miniſter is to receive a fee of 
| one chilling, and the Clerk ſixpence, and re- 
giſter the ſame i in the bogk where they re- 
giſter the births or marriages, and alſo have 
it ſtuck up in the veſtry or church, or boch. 
By following this method, the Mipiſter can 
be at no loſs to learn what religious tenets 
are taught! in his pariſh, and by whom ; ſo 
that he may combat their errors, and keep 
his flock from being miſled. The Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters of all 'denominatipns will have 
it in their power, on giving their own ſecu- 
rity to live a religious, ſober and. Peaceable 
life, to teach and preach to their people in 
any. place and at any time they ſhall think 
beſt, © The public will receiye many advan- 
tages in the mutual endeavours of the 
Oath and Dilfenters, who 1 will be earneſt 


tg 


1%}. 
: to teach them both by example and precept, 
eſpecially if all perſons who mall in future 
be convicted of any crimes have their 
names, place of birth, education, and reli- 
gious profeſſion, and the names of the 
Schoolmaſters and Miniſters under whoſe | 
carc they were, publiſhed by authority, and 
held up to public view. We ſhall then have 
reaſon tq expeQ, not only a greater atten- 
tion paid by all who have yquth under their 
dare, but alſo the good offices and beſt en- 
deavours of the religious ſocieties to which 
they belong or are connected with, in order 
to prevent a reproach being brought upon 
them; beſides, the ſchoolmaſters, &c. Who 
had 2 eee their 


: By this Vang a | fair and cps 
trial of the different religious ſects in this 
kingdom, we ſhall ſee which of them in 

proportion to their numbers fills our jails 

moſt; conſequently thoſe ſects who ſend the 
feweſt there, will be rad the beſt mem- 
bers of a Re 


A 


5 | 
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n ee 2 — 
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paſſage out; and that all who bring negroes, 


[ a J | 
in order to prevent thercorruptin of ow & 


. youth, and to give a greater check to the 
: ſpreading of vice and wickedneſs, . I hum- 
© bly propoſe, that all negroes and others 


who have no pariſh, ſettlement 1 in this coun- 


try ſhall, when convicted of any criminal 


offence, be ſent to Jamaica, or where his 
Majeſty may judge beſt, and fold as indent- 
ed ſervants for ſuch time as will pay their 


&c. into this country, ſhall give a bond 0 


e them in in a i dme. 


Ny; lh is 4 to 2 nh 6-4 va EX 
tended as far as poſſible :, I, therefore hum- 


bly propoſe, that all proprietors. of NESTOcs 


ſhall have them inſtructed in the principles 
of the Proteſtant religion as by law eſta- 
bliſhed in this country, and they ſhall be 
taught to. read the Engliſh Bible, Book of 
Common. \Prayer,, and Catechiſm : Sunday 


ſhall be ſet aſide as a day of public worſhip, 
. and alſo for learning them to read; that no 
buſineſs whatever ſhall. be done, or any 


market kept on that day. After a negro has 
ſerved 


T1 43 1 
ferred faithfully er Se be may de- 


mand his freedom; and when the Church 
Service is over, the Clergymen is to examine 


him, and hear him read a portion of the 
and New Teſtament, &c. If he does it dil 


tinctly and anſwers properly, he is to have | 
his freedom, and the Clergyman to regiſtrate 
his name as a freeman, and. adminiſtrate the 


oath of allegiance to his Majeſty, fidelity to 


ber eee and eee to its Red's if 


| he muſt be admoniſhed to daun to read bet- 


ter; and when he has done ſo, he ſhall be 
In caſe of their after miſ- 


examined again. 
conduct, they ſhall forfeit their freedom for 


a certain time according to the nature of : 
the offence. ' The women to be RE © 


on a. _ conditions. 


Wen * find 1 can Wee their 5 
dom by learning to read, keeping the 
Sabbath, and behaving well, they will prove 
good ſervants to their maſters, and faithful 


ſubjects to their King and country. If this 


method is once eſtabliſhed, we ſhall not 
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| „ ET» 
hear of a negro being treated with ſeverity, 

the reſtraint on their liberty will be ſufficient 

| puniſhment. When a few of them are 

taught to read, they ſhould teach the reſt, 


and the time now ſpent in idleneſs be em- 
ployed in reading for their own nchen 


u e I” 


All that man can do for the reformation 


of himſelf and thoſe about him, is only to 
endeavour, by God's affiſtance, to regulate 
the outward appearance ; to change the heart 


belongs to God alone, and he commands us 
to pray for it. AÆg8till we muſt uſe every law. 
ful means to inſtru the ignorant and re- 


claim the wicked - Beaſts are tamed, and 


ſome of them taught many things for the 


uſe or entertainment of their maſters, If 
all parents would beſtow equal attention to 
the education of their children, we "ou 
have fewer bai prop es bs, 0958 


If our ifs were lass as ay may : 


| ad ought to be, the greateſt ſprings of 


enen would be dried up. The pri- 
| ſoners 


Is] 


ſoners there may be made to appear as de- 


cent and orderly as in any place of worſhip; 
when they find they cannot regain their li- 
| berty, nor afterwards retain it, unleſs they 
live a regular and decent life, we have rea- 


ſon to expect they will become i 
members of ara FT 


The priſoner for 4 I have al- 
Pay res born 4): $3000 
And 1 fuppole the number of 
en abovtre— 100 
And at leaſt as many who ſettle 
their affairs If eee with 
their creditors — — 
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1,000 
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7,000 
Which makes leren | thouſand who will give 


bonds annually for their good behaviour, 
and we may hope their example will have 
a a happy effect upon all around them; ſo that 
this reformation-work will go faſter on than 
could at firſt view of the buſineſs be ex- 


' potted, eſpecially if no bankrupt can obtain 


his nnn. before be giew ſecurity for his 
2 1 future 
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( 46 ] 
future good behaviour; and all deeds of 
compoſition with ereditors be declared void, 
unleſs the debtor. has given bond for his 
good behaviour. This no worthy perſon 
can refuſe; and the public: ſafety requires 
that thoſe of a different deſcription be com- 
pelled to do it. When thus cleared, whe- 
ther by a certificate under a commiſſion of 
bankruptcy, or a certificate from priſon, or 
by a deed of compoſition, they are not to 
be liable to former debts, but left at full li- 
berty to follow their buſineſs in any part of 
Great Britain they think beſt. Every honeſt 
man that has been well uſed by his eredi ; 
tors, will pay them when in his power; and 
it is almoſt impoſſible to compel a bad man. 
However, I mean by and by to ſhow how 
they ought to be dealt with. All fugitives 
for debt ſhould be permitted. to return and 
ſurrender themſelves to the Keeper of ſome 
jail, and ſubmit to all i its regulations, and be 
| cleared in the ſame way as if they were ae- 
aan in priſon now. 1 


If the above 7,900, who; are e ky 
- Poſed, 


q 47 ] 
poſed to have given bond for their future 
godd behaviour, be multiplied by 34, the 
preſent year of his Majeſty's reign, it makes 

two hundred. and thirty-eight thouſand. 
What a number might have been reformed | 
in ſo ſhort a time, had this propoſal been 
adopted then! ſuch as behaved ill would 
forfeit their bonds. In this way we ſhould 
either have better members of ſociety, or 
bet a large ſum of money for the public ſer- 
vice, and thoſe who paid it obliged to ſub- 
mit to further , or continue [5 
Fug from ſociety. , 50 e 

#3 

- As. FY is ſo effencial to 9 3 henninals 
of Great Britain to have the reformation of 
its inhabitants begun and carried on in 
Every way t that has the appearance of for- 
warding 10 valuable a purpoſe, I further 
propoſe, that all apprentices, clerks, ſhop- . 
men, and Go ll of every ſort, who have 
the charge of money, or any place of truſt, 
ſhould give their perſonal bond to be faith- 
ful to the truſt repoſed in them; and this, 
| beſides, any en ſecurity their employers 
may 


oo F 3 
% , , N 
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The advantage of conducting the buſineſs 
In this way will be conſiderable, as it takes 
the power of puniſhing them out of their 


(#8 1 


may tequire of them. In caſe of their WW 


conduct, the public will have a good hold 
upon them for paymeht of their bond, and 


to be better inſtructed and ſecluded from the 


company of thoſe who had corrupted them. 


maſter or employet's hand, who might from. | 


eaſineſs of diſpoſition, private motives, or 


the ſolicitation of theit friends and neigh- 
bours, be prevailed upon to let them go. It 


is from this ill-judged lenity that many 


young people may date their ruin; whereas, 
when they meet 'with an early cheek, and 


are removed from bad company, "there is 


good ground to hope that they will ſoon ſee 


their folly, and perhaps become better mem- 
bers of the community than if they had 
never erred. Beſides, the public will, by 


the method I mean to point out for the 
conducting of this buſineſs, get eaſy hold of 


| thoſe who forfeit their bonds, and ſave their 
| malten or employers the trouble and ex- 


* 


** 


[ 49 J 
pence of having them ſecured, which muſt 
be a very diſagreeable and painful buſineſs 
to moſt people. We may alſo hope, that 

the very great difficulty there will be of any 
committing frauds without detection and 
conviction, will operate very powerfully to 
reſtrain them from the commiſſion of the 
offence. About twenty years ago, if I re- 
member right, two maiden ladies, who lived 
ina town ſeventy miles from London, were 
robbed by their maid-ſervant, for which ſhe 
was hanged ; and the ladies with much re- 
gret left the town, and retired to a place 
where they were not known, as they could 
get no maid to ſerve them on any terms, ſo 
greatly did they reſent the proſecution of 
their fellow- ſervant. It is from ſimilar mo- 
tives that many maſters and miſtreſſes over- 
look the crimes of their ſervants, - being 
afraid to bring them to juſtice ; but when 
the public become the proſecutors for their 
Intereſt in the bonds, this n ren s 
ou be removed. 05 
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th the th a of ee pri- | 
E ſoners 


Co 


of 0 
foners fot debt, the law fruppoſes him to be 


a rogue, or that he is willing to ſtarve ; for, 
if the debt, whether juſt or unjuſt, is above 


zool. to one perſon, he is not obliged - to 
pay any thing towards his ſupport in j . 


In Newgate, poor debtors are allowed one 


penny a day, and they have frequently vie- 


tuals ſent from taverns, &c. and the Sheriffs 
make a collection for them at Chriſtmas. 


But the chief dependence of a poor priſoner 
in the King's Bench is on their begging- 
box, which is a ſhameful and precarious 
thing at beſt : but a priſoner, whoſe debt in 


any one action does not amount to 30ol. 


can compel his plaintiff or creditor to pay 
him two ſhillings and four-pence weekly, 
and, in the event of his not paying it, the 
udebtor is ſet at liberty; but a priſoner for 


a debt above 300l. in one action, has no 


claim for the 28. 4d. a week, or any chance 
of obtaining his liberty but by an Inſolvent 
Act. How there ſhould be ſuch an abſurd 


diſtinction I cannot comprehend there is 
practice ſor it, and perhaps it is law ; how- 


ever, it does not appear to me to be juſtice 


Ane 4 p OT 


Fx 
or reaſon; becauſe one priſoner's debt is 4 


few pounds more than another priſoner's, 


he muſt ſtarve unleſs. an Inſolvent AQ ſet 
him at liberty, or he has ſecreted. money or 
effects to live on; yet the total amount of 
the debts of the priſoner who receives the 
28. 4d. a week may far exceed the ſum due 
by the other, as the reſtriction applies to 
the amount of a ſingle action; but, if there 
are a number of actions, and none of them 


exceed the limited ſum, the priſoner may 


have 28. 4d. a week paid him by ſeveral cre- 
ditors: For inſtance, if a priſoner has three 


actions againſt him for 200l. each, he may 
receive 28. 4d. from each creditor, which 
makes feven ſhillings a week; but if he 
oed any one of them zool. which is only 
half the ſum he is ſuppoſed indebted to the 
three, he would not get one farthing. Some 


priſoners have many actions againſt them; 


I have heard of one who had upwards of 
ninety. By far the greateſt number of pri- 
ſoners are for ſingle debts under twenty 
pounds; and the plaintiffs ſometimes are ſo 


Aa as to keep them in jail till the pri- 


E 2 ſoner | 
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( 52 ] 
ſoner has actually paid him with the 28. 4d. 
a week he had received from him. Perhaps 
this obſtinacy in the plaintiff proceeds from 
miſinformation or miſrepreſentation. That 
there are priſoners in the King's Bench 
whole behaviour merits the ſevereſt cenſure 
cannot be denied: being done ſo publicly 
ſhows they do not mean to conceal it. Such 
as have money, or can come at it by any 


| means whatever, are much attended to by 


thoſe in office belonging to the priſon. If 

my information is right, and I think it is — 
A priſoner, who has a wife and children, 
was there laſt February for a debt under one 
hundred pounds; on his coming in, he hired 
ſeveral rooms to the amount of five guineas 
a week, for the accommodation of himſelf 

and miſtreſſes. N 


There is no appearance of religion 7 2 
the walls, except, on Sunday they have no 
public games, and about half paſt twelve a 
clergyman reads prayers and a ſermon to a 
few people, which is over before two. From 
his coming in to his going aut, the priſon- 
doors 


L 33.1 
doors are locked, and none permitted to go 
out or come in; the remainder of the day 
every one ſpends as they pleaſe. If the 
weather is good, the whole place is crowded 


with people of all ſorts; there is no ap- 


pearance of a priſon then, except that the 
priſoners go no further than the door with 
their viſitors. 
If a priſoner has got money, as ſome of 
them from their manner of life appear to 
have, they may procure every thing that 


London can furniſh, either for the table or 


the bed. Some men leave their wives and 
children to ſhift for themſelves, and live in 
the moſt public manner with their miſtreſſes 
while the money laſts, and then the ladies 
may take themſelves away without being 
afraid of the priſoner following them. While 
ſome ſpend their money in riot and de- 


bauchery, there are others who actually can 


hardly get as much as to keep them alive; 


nay, there are inſtances of ſome who have 


died of want, and, according to my inform- 


1 without 


ation, the bodies of ſuch who have died 
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without money or friends, have been ſup- 
poſed to be given to the anatomiſts, in or- 
der to ſave the expence of a funeral. 


It is ſhoeking to humanity to think of 
the great diſtreſs many are brought to in 
priſons; whether it be by their miſconduct 
or misfortune, ſtill they are objects of com- 
Paſſion. As our bleſſed Lord and Saviour has 
mercy on the greateſt of ſinners, fo ought 
we to ſhew compaſſion to all in diſtreſs, 
and ſuch as ſincerely repent we ſhould for- 
give ; and it is our duty to afford them a 
fair opportunity of repenting, by inſtruction, 
_ FR 8c. as ſhall be ſhewn by and by. 


1 hall now'mention a js of the cauſes 
which have occaſioned many a worthy per- 
fon being throwen into priſon. Some have 
met with misfortunes in trade, which could 
neither be foreſeen nor prevented; others by 
doing of friendly actions; ſome by bailing 
a petſon, who has proved fo baſe as to run 
off the country; others have been arreſted 
oe a debt they never contracted, with a FD 

| view 


Ls 1 


view of extorting money from them, or to 
ſerve ſome by-end ; . ſome have been arreſt- 
ed with a deſign to hurt them in their bu- 
ſineſs, in order to get the beſt of their cuſ- 
tomers and run away with their trade; 
ſome by ſwindlers and fraud, others by ex- 
travagance, gaming and folly; and ſome by 
criminal actions, or ſuſpicions of erimes, are 
throw into priſon, where, if they were bad 
before, they ſoon become worſe, and corrupt 
the other priſoners ; and when they get out 
of jail, they too frequently prove bad mem- 
bers of ſociety, or ſoon get back to jail 
again. It is from this dreadful ſituation 
that I mean to point out a certain method 
of reformation, both of the priſons and the 
priſoners, which I humbly believe will be 
produQtive of the greateſt advantage to all 
ranks of people, whether old or young, ney 
or poor, ngh or low. 


3 To begin this reformation the better, I 
' ſincerely wiſh the laws may be made to fa- 
dcilitate ſo noble a deſign ; no law or cuſtom 
18 allowed to ſtand in the way of a Revenue 
15 E 4 Bill, 


L 3 ] 
Bill, I truſt it will be the ſame in this pro- 
poſed. Reformation Bill. I therefore moſt 
humbly. requeſt that a temporary law be 
made, by way of experiment, That no perſon 
ſhall be arreſted for more than the balance 
due on account, whether it is a debt due by 
bond, bill, note, or book-debt : That who- 
ever makes a greater legal demand than the 
neat balance due to him, ſhall be entirely 
cut off from receiving any part of the 
money ſo claimed, and be compelled to 
pay the defendant full coſts ; and if he has 
been arreſted, not only all the expences of 
the ſpunging-houſe, but alſo per day 
of damages for the time he has been in cuſ- 
AO. a 


That no petitioning creditor in commiſ. 
ſions of bankruptcy ſhall be choſen an aſ- 
ſignee, and no aflignee ſhall receive in the 
money due to the eſtate, but ſuch other 
perſon as ſhall be appointed by the aſſignees. 
If the bankrupt can find ſecurity, and 
chooſes to collect the debts, &c. he ſhould 
have the preference, provided he is a man of 

fair 


CH} | 
fair character, and has kept regular books, 
in which it appears no partiality has been 
| ſhewn to one creditor to the hurt of an- 
other. Ms LR 


„That as the money 18 got in, it ſhall bs 
| paid into the Bank of England, the Bank 


of Scotland, or the Royal Bank of Edin- 
burgh, in the name of the aſſignees. In 


this way there will be no unneceſſary delay 


of the dividends, neither will they be ſub- 
| jet to the miſmanagement or bankruptcy 
of the aſſignees or others, but be regularly 


paid at Bank hours. And as it is frequently 
the caſe that ſome creditors refuſe to ſign 


the certificate, or, in ſettling the affairs of a 
perſon or company who have ſtopped pay- 
ment, hang back in order to ſee if the affairs 


are likely to be amicably adjuſted ; and 


when they find they are the only, or almoſt 
the only creditor who has not come into the 
joint meaſures, begin to inſiſt upon having 
better terms, which is too frequently grant- 
ed, and for the moſt part proves the ruin 
of the whole buſineſs; I therefore humbly 
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propoſe, that all who are attempting, or 
hall attempt by any means whatever, to re- 
ceive a greater dividend than the other ere- 
ditors under any commiſſion of bankruptcy, 


or agreement, or deed of compoſition, &c. 


mall forfeit the debt for the benefit of the 
other creditors, and alſo pay the bankrupt 
unfortunate perſon, or company, a ſum 
equal to the debt forfeited to the creditors, 
for their own uſe; and that the name or 
names of ſuch covetous creditor be inſerted 
in the Gazette as a warning to others. 


If this method is adopted, there will be 
fewer bankrupts and fewer people arreſted ; 
as the law now ſtands, there are many who 
endeavour to be creditors of bankrupts in 
order to be affignees, and by this means 
they get the diſpoſal of the eſtate and the 
fingering of the money. Being i in debt is 
certainly a great misfortune, but not a crime; 
yet few crimes are ſo ſeverely. puniſhed. It 
frequently happens that the debtor dies in 
priſon, or gets ſo corrupted there that he 
is afterwards unfit for ſociety. If a man 

kills 


TY 
kills another, he is hanged ; but if he ſtarves 


to death, or corrupts a hundred, there is no 


law to puniſh him. The late Earl Manſ- 


field ſaid, One year's impriſonment was 


fufficient puniſhment for any debt.” I have 
heard that there is no impriſonment for debt 


core. arp 


However, the method I luntey n 
is, to place the debtor and the creditor in ſuch 


a ſituation as it will not be for the intereſt of 

either to taxe an undue advantage of the 
other; and when a debtor is committed to 
priſon, he ſhall not have it in his power to 


ſpend money, neither ſhall he live in miſery, 
or die for want; that the duration of his 
confinement will depend on his own good 
behaviour entirely; and when he is ſet at 
liberty; he will become an excellent member 
of ſociety ; as a perſon who has ſeen his er- 
rors, and is perfectly reclaimed, is more to 


be relied on than thoſe who have leſs expe- 


rience, and conſequently may the ſooner 


become the prey of ſwindlers, &c. There 


are 
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are more who learn wiſdom and caution by 
their own - misfortunes, than by all the pre- 
cepts and examples around them. 


No country in the world is ſo remarkable 
for liberty as England, and perhaps nowhere 
is it ſo groſsly abuſed: any perſon who 
chooſes to ſwear a debt againſt another, has 
him immediately arreſted and carried to 
priſon without any trial, unleſs he pays the 

money or gives ſufficient bail. There are 
inſtances of debtors putting their creditors in 
priſon, If neceſſary, I can mention ſome 
within my own knowledge. It is not ſo in 
Scotland; no perſon can be put in priſon 
there, for a debt, before the action is brought 
and judgment obtained. I heartily wiſh 
that no perſon in England ſhall be arreſted 
before a legal demand is made; and if the 
debt is not paid or ſettled to the ſatisfaction 
of the creditor witlin days, he may 


then make oath of the debt, at the ſame 


time mentioning that he had on ſuch a day 


demanded enen which had not been 
complied 


a 1 
complied with, and therefore now demands 
a writ to arreſt the debtor, which will be i im- 
modutely granted. 

When dis Latin is arreſted, he ſhould be 
carried to the neareſt New Police-office, 
where the Juſtice will examine whether or 
not the arreſt has been legally made, and 

hear what the debtor has to ſay in his own 
favour. If the arreſt is irregular, he is to 
be immediately diſcharged without any 
expence; but if regular, and there is a pro- . 
bability of the matter being ſettled in a day 
or two, the debtor in that caſe, if he chooſes, 
may be carried to any ſpunging-houſe he 
pleaſes; and in the event of his being re- 
moved to priſon, the Juſtice is to mention 
the reputed character of the priſoner, whe- 
ther good, doubtful or bad, ſo that the jailor 
may treat him accordingly: If he is re- 
moved to the King's Bench priſon, the 
Marſhal is to deliver him a printed copy of 
the rules and regulations of the priſon. If 
the priſoner” s character is good, he is to ſee 
all the rooms that are unoccupied, and al- 
lowed 
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lowed to make his choice; if his character 
is doubtful, the Marſhal is to appoint him 
to ſuch apartment as he thinks fit; and if 


his character is bad, he ſhould be coma 
to the back of the priſon, | 


1 I humbly propole, that the internal ma- 
nagement of this priſon ſhould be put un- 
der the care of the priſoners, in the follow- 
ing way: That in each ſtair-caſe one of the 
| Priſoners ſhould have the charge of the pri- 
ſoners in that ſtair-caſe, to fee that all the 
rules and regulations of the priſon are per- 
ſecłly obſerved ; the names of the offenders 
to be inſerted in a book kept for that pur- 
poſe, and the report made to the Juſtices of 
the Police, who, it is hoped, will be appoint- 
ed to viſit the priſon at leaſt once a week, 
when the offenders names and offences will 
be inſerted in their books, and fines paid 
over for increaſing the fund for the ſupport 


of the poor priſoners, their wives and r 
dren. 


7 That every priſoner ſhall be obliged, 


within 


be, he is to make out a particular accompt be- 
twixt him and the plaintiff: if it is for goods, 
to ſhow what has become of them; if it is a 
money tranſaction, he is to mention how much 


* i * 
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within days after his commitment, to 
give in, in writing, his real name, age, place 
of birth, education, religious profeſſion, his 
buſineſs, employment or profeſſion; if mar- 
ried, his wife's name, place of her birth, edu- 


cation, &c.; if any children, their names, 


place of birth, age, &c. And, as ſoon as may 


he actually received, and ſhow how it has been 


applied, and alſo if he has any means of ſup- 


porting himſelf in priſon: thoſe accompts are 
to be ſigned by him; and if they be found ſa- 
tisfactory, and his character good, though he 
have not the means of paying the plaintiff, 
ou he ſhall be diſcharged from priſon after 

months or weeks impriſonment, 
provided he has, during that time, paid per- 
fect obedience to all the rules and regulations 
of the priſon, and gives his bond to the Juſ- 
tices of the Police, that he will for the fu⸗ 
ture live a ſober and religious liſe, giving 
A a good example to. His family, &c. under the 


Peha 
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penalty of pounds, and again ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to months or weeks im- 
priſonment, agreeably to the rules, &c. of the 
priſon. Upon his having complied with 
all theſe rules, &c. the Juſtices are to give 
him a certificate of his good behaviour; and 
in caſe he has at any time offended, the na- 
ture and number of his offences are to be 
ſpeciſied in the certificate, and entered in 
the books of the Office. That no priſoner 
whatever ſhall be diſcharged from priſon, 
even when the debt is paid and the plaintiff 
ſatisfied, but ſuch only as perfectly obey the 
whole rules and regulations of the priſon 
for weeks or months; and 
when they fail and pay the fine or ſuffer the 
puniſhment, they muſt begin anew from 


that date to ſubmit to the rules, &c. of the 


priſon; and till that is complied with, they 
cannot be ſet at ae or have a certfi- 


In this way the public will be much be- 
nefited, as all the priſoners will be ſent out 


reformed; but if they relapſe, they will be 


carried 


FG 1 
carried back 1 priſon, pay ther bond, and 
give a further proof of their good behaviour. 
By this means we ſhall have thouſands ſent 
every year out of the priſons as examples of 
piety and virtue to all around them, Though 
I do not expect they will all be miſſionaries 
to preach the everlaſting goſpel ; yet, by the - 
bleſſing of God, they will be of great ſer- 
vice in bringing about an effectual and ge- 
neral reformation of life and manners, by 28 
their good advice and example; and it is 
well known that example goes farther than 
precept. Beſides they will be able to acquaint 
all ranks of people, that; if they are put into 
priſon, they can never get out but by a ſo- 
ber and pious behaviour for a length of time, 


and giving ſecurity for their future good 


conduct; by this means there wil be no- 
thing to induce people to go into priſon; 
and the covetous creditor; who wiſhed and 
planned the ruin of his debtor, finding that 
de is reclaimed and gets out of priſon by 
his good behaviour, will not be ſo ready to 
ſend him there to be Saeed at his ex- 


us; 5 3 15 


a 6s 1. 
The Jews, "alt other enemies of the 
Chriſtian religion, will do all they can to 
Keep out of that priſon whete they are un- 
der the neceſſity of giving a regular and de- 
cent attendance ori public worſhip, which: 
is only to be performed agreeably to the 
forms of the Church of England or Church of 
Scotland, and no other public worſhip to be 
permitted in any priſon on any account; 
perhaps this may be the means of bringing 
ſome Jews to the knowledge and ſervice of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as it is certain they 


will be brought in, with the fulneſs * the 
Gentiles, " I 


+l requires our attention more e than 0 
a teligious obſervation of the Lord's day; it 
is not only expreſsly commanded by our 
Heavenly Father, but the firſt breach of it 
was punifhed with death for gathering a 
few ſticks on that day, which would in our 
polite age be reckoned no crime. I believe 
few have made a confeſſion at the gallows 
but have acknowledged that their untimely 
end was chiefly occaſioned by their mit- 
Tpending of the Sabbath: when we conſider 
| this 
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this fact, and a many precious promilles 
made t6 them who keep the Sabbath, I 
hope all magiſtrates, and others who have 
the charge of the priſons; will pay ſtrict at- 
tention to the due obſervation of the laws, 
by enforcing the penalties againſt ſwearing, 
drunkenneſs; gaming, &c. and give orders 
that no perſon whatever ſhall be permitted 
to go in or come out of priſon on the 
Lord's day, except the e or 38 


ſician. 


5 If children are allowed to play in priſon, 
it will give them a good idea of the place, 
as playing implies idleneſs, pleaſure and joy; 
and they never will think it a puniſhment 
to be ſent to that place where they former- 
ly, when children, had fo much play, and | 
may. ſtill go on in the ſame round of pleaſure 
at the expence ef their creditors. I wiſh 
particularly to preſs this with regard to chil- 
dren, as numbers of them are going the 
downward path as faſt as the Devil. would 
have them. 


Nx 


7 I do 
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1 do not certainly know what powers the 
Marſhal of the King's Bench has, but they 
muſt be very limited indeed if he cannot do 
a great part of this buſineſs as the law now 
ſtands; I mean with regard to deceney and 


order, preventing of gaming, &c. and allow- 
 ingamproper people to go in and out. 


J am ünclined to think the Biſhops have 
no power over priſons, as by the Articles, &c. 
of the Triennial Viſitation of the Dioceſe of 

Lincoln, now before me, I ſee no mention 
made of priſons, It is certainty much to 
be regretted, that priſons dhould be in this 
. fad ſituation, ſeveral of which contain more 
people than are tobe found in many pariſhes 
of this kingdom, and no places where ſpi- 
ritual inſtruction is more requiſite. Surely it 


is an object worthy the attention of the 


Bench of Biſhops, and the different Societies 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel. I wiſh 
they would begin with _— Bibles 28 the 
different priſons. ee MILE Þ 25 


As che propoſed reform will take > he 


time, 


( 6 1 
time, it will be but a piece of juſtice to 
have the priſons cleared; many of the pri- 
ſoners have been long detained, and ſome of 
| their caſes, I am told, are very hard: if once 

eleared, they will not foon fill s, if my 


er arc eyed. : | 


It would operate gowefully o on the alli 


tiff to ſettle with the defendant, if both their 


names were ordered to be inferted in the 
| Gazette; alſo to mention the ſuns, and the 


time the debtor has been in priſon ; like- 


wiſe that the plaintiff ſhall pay the debtor 


| three Millings and ſixpenes a week, in place 
of the two ſhillings and fourpence now 


paid; * alſo to lodge the fum of 


for burying the debrotg in the 


even of is dying in pin, 


Te late Inſolvent A was of vi be- 
nefit to many; but 1 humbly think it might 


have been of much more ſervice, had it been 
extended to fugitives, and a diſtinction made 
betwixt natives and foreigners, and between 
thoſe who were in buſineſs and thoſe who 


3 were 


nu ea. ae en. LO — 


were not; and alſo to have provided againſt 
any error in the Marſhal's books. There 


F003 


is a clauſe againſt a falſe entry, but none 
againſt an error; for example, if a priſoner. 
ſtands charged in the Marſhal's books for a 
greater ſum than one thouſand pounds, the 


letter of the law prevents ſuch priſoner ob- | 
taining his diſcharge, though the original 


debt might have been far ſhort of that ſum; 
and, according to my information, the origi- 


nal debt uſed to be the rule in wer Acts. 


The I INT in 1 Fleet were fer at is 
berty before thoſe of the King's Bench; | 


and ſome of them, on the day they were 
diſcharged, came and played at rackets in 
the King s Bench : the demand for porter at 
that time was near thirty butts a week; this 
great demand for liquor was ſuppoſed by 
the priſoners to he the chief cauſe of their 


being detained at leaſt a FOTOS TOE) 1 | 
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The Nase met at Guildford the 335 7 


or! 5th of July, and adjourned to the 31K 
to 


741 


to the New Faun in the borough 
of Southwark, where they were expected | 
by the priſoners on the 18th at fartheſt ; N 
and I have not been able to learn that Lk 
did any buſineſs betwixt that day and the 
3iſt, though the Act of Parliament ſays, 
they ſhould forthwith adjourn to the ſaid 
Sefſions- houſe,” It further ſays, « That no 
fees ſhall. be taken, except two ſhillings and 
ſixpence by the Clerk of the Peace for each 
priſoner's diſcharge; yet the Clerk of the 
Papers ſet up a claim to a fee of three ſhil- 
Iings and ſixpence, and the Marſhal ſup- 
ported it. Sir Joſeph Mawbey, the chair- 
man, much to his honour, inſiſted that 
there was no ſuch fee allowed by the Act; 
but the debate on this point taking up lo | 
much time, and no proſpect of its being 
ſoon ended, and Sir Joſeph being unwil- 
ling to detain the priſoners, agreed that they 
ſhould pay two ſhillings each to the Clerk of : 
the Papers for the copy of cauſes, which 
was about forty pounds, there being abqys 
four hundred that claimed the benefit of the 
AQ; and che Marſhal by the faid Act, was 
A obliged 


[ 72 J 
obliged to bring the copy of cauſes under 4 


penalty, yet they made the priſoners pay 


for what they never got or had any occa- 
ſion for; they made them alſo pay a fur- 
| ther ſum of three ſhillings for their diſ- 


| charge, both which ſums they were obliged 


to pay when they were put to the bar, and 
ſuch priſoners as were remanded back had 
not their money returned. 


| When the priſoners called at the Office of 
the Cleck of the Peace for their diſcharge, 
they were told the Act of Parliament allow- 


— 


ed fourteen days to make them out, but if 


| they had them ſooner they muſt pay half.a- 


crown; ſo that ſuch as went into the coun- 
try found it better to comply with this un 


juſt demand than wait till the 12th of / 


guſt, when they had it for the ſum already 


paid i in Court. Thus no priſoner paid leſs 


than five ſhillings, and ſome ſeven ſhillings 
and ſixpence, for their diſcharge, though the 


Act of Parliament f in expreſs words ſays, 


« Two ſhillings and fixpence ; “ and as 
they had them all printed o on half a ſheet of | 


paper , 


fs 1. 


paper, and nothing but the date and the 
name to fill up, the fee was very hand- 
ſome, eſpecially when it is conſidered 3 it. was 
paid by a priſoner, many of whom were 


obliged to ſell or pledge part « of their clothes 
to raiſe the 28 


(OY 


EF; A. gn 


Few of the prifogers being able to make 
| 90 the ſchedules, &c. as the Act required, 
the Deputy” Marſhal undertook the buſineſs 
on their paying him one pound five ſhik 
linge, out of which he paid ſixpence for 
advertiſing i in the Gazette, and two ſhillings 
and ſixpence to the Clerk of the Peace for 
their diſcharge ; and the priſoners who re- 
ceived the charity having about eighteen 
N ſhillings each due to them by the Deputy 
Marſhal, he' Propoſed to retain this money 
| in his hands, and make out the ſchedules, | 


Kc. for them, which I am told they com- 
plicd v with. | 


% 


Some priſoners made” out their own 
ſched ules, others e ſuch people as 


would 
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would do it cheapeſt, and the prices paid 
were from five ſhillings to one . guinea, as 
they could agree, and ſome bought the 
printed forms for one a which they 
had nyt to fall ps | 


I have been the more particular in men- 
tioning how fees. ariſe, and the certainty of 
their being yery productive to the revenue, 
in the manner they ſhould be raiſed for that 
purpole ; ; but I hope i in God 1 ſhall never 
propoſe to take one penny from a poor pri- | 
ſoner, or be the means of putting any un- 

reaſonable reſtraint upon the liberty of the 
ſubject. | EF 


The objects of my plan are to | promote 
: the real happineſs of mankind, by reſtrain- 
ing the wicked from doing harm, and hav- 
ing them reformed into good members of 
ſociety ; while, at the ſame time, the good 
and virtuous will be protected in their per- 
ſons and property, from all the depredations 
of domeſtic or foreign enemies, and the 
natives 


NY 


1 


(1 1 


natives of this much-favoured iſland will 
enjoy many advantages above the ROO 
who OT e | 


N 4 


aer fone may think 0 whil I W 
Rated conſiſts of ſo. many parts that it will 
be impoſſible to have it gone into. J only 
aſk to be heard, and that what is approved | 
of may be adopted for the good of ſociety ; 
at the ſame time I believe it will be found, 
upon trial, not only to anſwer, but that it 

does not conſiſt of ſo many parts as the 

making of a pin or a- needle from the ore 
till it is fit for ſale, or the making of paper 
from the ſowing of the lint-ſeed to its be- 
ing ready to receive the ink. It reſembles 

a clock with many wheels, which all move 

by the motion of the pendulum. If the 
5 Parliament once ſet it a- going, the priſoners, 

with proper rex nd will 8 8 th it in _ 

ion. 23 4781 
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11 is Me to PL the flow: tele 
| of i improvements, and the abſurd objections 
made to them, even mp people of good ſenſe 


and 
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and education. His late Majeſty propoſed 


to have the ſtreets of London and Weſt- 
minſter paved in the preſent way, as they 
| were ſo rough fore the Queen's coach; but 
on adviſing with the phyficians, they faid it 
Would be very hurtful to the health of his 
| Majeſty's good citizens of London, who 
had little time to ſpare” for the taking of 
_ exerciſe, and that the jolting of a coach for 
one mile over the ſtones did them more 
ſervice than the travelling of feverab miles 
on a ſmooth road. His Majeſty had too 
great a regard for his people to countenance 
any thing that would injure their health, 
and ſo it was dropt. However, the turn- 
pike roads betwixt London and Edinburgh 
being much improved, many Londoners go- 
ing there, and ſeeing the ſuperiority of their 
ſtreets to thoſe in London, above thirty 
years ago they made trial of it in Weſtmin- 
ſter, and I am told that York-Street St. 
James's was the firſt paved; and the mob 
were fo much diſpleaſed with it, that what 
was laid in the day they pulled up in the 
night. Amongſt other objections, they faid 
bn e the 


1 


the ſtones were ſo all they could not bear 


the weight of the carriages, and ſo ſmooth 
the horſes could have no footing; chat, by 
removing the igns, it would be impoſſible 
to find their ſhops, &c. and ſo their trade 


would be ruined, It was in vain to tell 
them that the city of Edinburgh had been 


paved in that manner for more than one 
hundred years; but on trial it is now be- 
come univerſal, and many other cities and 
towns have adopted it, and I believe nothing 


now would induce them to ſubmit to have 


the on pores? in the old way. 


. . 18 KEE of 


a conſtant watch being kept in one or more 


ſtreets, the good effects of it will be ſo ob- 


vious, that in a few years it will become 


univexſal, and promote the health, eaſe, and 


n of 4 ranks of peaple. uc 


110 —_ be of 8 W to 3 
dhe laws amended and made the ſame over 


the whole kingdom, and particularly with 
regard to mercantile' tranſaQtions; and to 


have 


«<< 
# . . 
1 4 * 4 P * pe 
1 — DDr 5 G - 
= 9 r FA Pn 33 * Nn Bd — TS” won eg K Ire OI ne af = — — — na 1 d 

DN 15 n r =, — : 2 N PH af * n 4 n 5 ps 3 . 1 , 2p S nn 4 be Wet” > 3 * e n * mel M; r 2 2 by Nt 0 Ko ea ns, I AE 3 -w 2 3 et — — — — "x 2 wy 

— — 5 .. * 8 8 88 8 22 WY 5 2 «4 a a Es = N * % << 5 3 IN <> "Y - 2 ms * . a — 4 r W : * " CO IO REY Fx _ - * BY a» * nas, —_ 2 — * 8 — = 4 £5 cas x 1, 2 Tz 1 4 — bs "Wy x 2 - "31 — 2 =; 2 — y 3 

/// / // cc —— ſ— —— — — — 8 CS ˙ ot OST IE IEEE MINE nn nt, LO Tet OA Tas 4 — ET, 

N © 2 " a 2 3 1 * > n 5 * 7 1 . 2 e 8 3 el * — : *. 1 8 * , l £ - - & 0 2 * 4 * ** — 
. a 1 . 0 , ann * . LE Ono . TED ID DCA CSC 9 ata CY r — CCC 8 r RSS nh + 8 o 
FEES - N FOE <0 — * p +1 wy > £ 2 G n * "TE ** —— C CNL A." age 8 E * 2 r 8 wy 3 * 
e or ent 4 5 ; ED. 2 : , 


TY 


have all cauſes brought on as (6611 as poſa 
ſible, eſpecially ſuch where the defendant 
is ready, and if the plaintiff is not Teady he 


ſhould be nonſuited- All fictions in law 


proceedings ſhould be laid aſide; and the 
parties ſhould advance nothing but what 
they can or deſign to prove; That no words 
| ſhould be uſed in acts of parliament or pro- 
ceedings at la but Engliſh ones; ſome jury- 
men do not know what arſon means; and 
many have ſuppoſed chat wht de "OY was * 
Ing into the ions e 


1 knew one BO was worth twenty thou- - 


ſand pounds, and would not have been ob- 


jected to upon any jury, who did not know 
the meaning of a perſon being incarcerated ; 
he thought they had made a eunuch of the 
man, which he ſaid was too ſevere for the 
fuppoſed offence; when I informed him 
that it was the Scotch law word for ſending 
a a perſon to jail, he was ſatisfied that the 
man had not been worſe treated than he a 
ſerved. 


I 


"T1 

It is faid | that our laws are ' + plain chat 
3 any perſon may underſtand them, and that 
chere is the ſame law for the poor as for the 
rich ; neither of which obſervations are 
rialy true. How can thoſe underſtand 
them who cannot tead the black letter? and 
we ſee the Counſel and even the Judges dif- 
fer exceedingly as to the meaning of ſome 
ſtatutes; hence the neceſſity of making acts 
.to explain and amend the former ones. 1 bf 
hope the time is coming when all our laws 
will be printed'in plain Engliſh, and with a 
us: that "ry | ings can read, 's 


Ae tlie her denden that there i is 

che ſame law for the poor as for the rich, 

it may alſo with the ſame degree of truth 
be ſaid, the veniſon, turbot, and other rari- 
ties in our markets, are for the poor as well 
as the rich, which none but the latter have 
money to purchaſe; neither has the poor 
money to fee an eminent Counſel, or to carry 
on the action, or make a proper defence: 
with a view to remedy this evil, it is one of 
the ohjects of the Propoſed New Revenue 
Board. 


I con- 


[ 8 f 


I conceive that every. perſon who is regu⸗ 
* and circumſpect in his behaviour, pays 
all the taxes punctually, and renders due 
obedience to the laws, ought to be protected 
both in perſon and property, and that it ig 
the duty of the Legiſlature to afford this pro- 
tection. By thus combining the intereſt of 
government with their duty, the taxes will 
be more productive. 5 


It appears abſurd to me in an m Engl aman 
to boaſt af bis liberty, when in fact he docs 
not enjoy it ; ſure he cannot be ſaid to enjoy 
that which any villain may deprive him of 


=” at pleaſure, and, AS the law now &ands, 4 
with impunity. It is therefore the duty of | 


the Legiſlature,not only to ſecure the liberties 
and privileges of every good ſubject by ſa- 
lutary laws, but alſo to ſee that due obedi- 
ence is paid to them. It is unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that a debtor who has nothing can 
be compelled to pay by confining him to 
priſon, and it is but ſeldom that a fraudu- 
lent debtor is forced to pay bis juſt debts; 
but an honeſt man requires no compullion, 
# 


vr 3}; 
it will always make him happy to have it in 
his power to pay thoſe who have uſed him 
well. In place of treating ſuch debtors ſe- 
verely, they ought to have every kind of 
indulgence ſhown them to promote | their 
future induſtry; as the real wealth of a na- 
tion conſiſts in the number and induſtry of 
the people, every thing that has a tendency 
to this good end ſhould be adopted, and 
whatever leads to idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and 
gaming, ought to be ſuppreſſed. Can it be 
ſuppoſed that a priſoner who ſpends all the 
days, weeks, months and years of his con- 
finement, in drinking, gaming, &c. can ever 
be of any uſe to his fellow-creatures ? It is 


therefore abſolutely neceſſary to make a ſe- 
paration in the priſons between the honeſt 
: and the fraudulent debtor, and between = 


reigners and natives, ſo that the one may 
I not be corrupted by the other, and alſo be- 


þ tween the ſexes; and that no priſoner who 
} has acted honeſtly, and is willing to give up 
« ÞK His all upon oath; and has paid perfect obe- 
; dience to. the rules and regulations of the 
5 ys ſhould be detained above 

4 G weeks, 


nl 
weeks, on his giving bond, &c. as already 
mentioned. There ought to be no limita- 
tion of ſum where the debtor has a good 
character and ſhows ſatisfactory accounts. 
His large trade has perhaps involved many 
others who, till he is ſet a-going again, muſt 
ſtand fill; but reſtore him to his buſineſs, 
he will give motion and life to all conneQ- 
ed with him, The Legiſlature had ſome ſuch 
view of the trade of this country in 1793, 
when they paſſed an act of parliament for the 
iſſuing of ſeven millions of exchequer bills 
for ſupporting the credit of the manufactur- 
ers, &c. and this well- timed loan layed thou- 
N from ruin. 
Every perſon of common underſiatiliby, 
and who will attentively conſider the preſent 
laws with regard to debtor and creditor, will 
agree that many of them have been impro- 
perly made; as it is the true intereſt of this 
great commercial and manufacturing coun- 
try to give protection and reaſonable aid to 


all its induſtrious inhabitants —in ſo doing 


they promote the general good of the whole. 
If any of its induſtrious inhabitants has been 
able 


C34 ] 
able, by great and unremitting labour, to 
climb into the hill of wealth, aud by unfore- 
ſeen loſſes and misfortunes has been hurled 
to the bottom, he certainly is well entitled 
to public ſupport, in order to encourage 
him to go on again in his buſineſs with re- 


newed vigour, and to encounter the difficul- 
ties of loſs of credit in a more advanced pe- 
riod of life. In place of which, the preſent 
| laws make the mountain, whoſe ſummit he 
had ſo lately reached, more ſteep and lip- 
| pery; and being ſurrounded by a crowd of 
- ſharks who want to fatten on him, it is 
but ſeldom he can get himſelf diſentangled : 


from them. 
To make future property liable to former 


debts is abſurd, and'to prevent thoſe who 
are abroad from returning to their native 


country is unwiſe; they appear calculated 


to drive our manufacturers and merchants 


into foreign ſtates. 
l am confident that it would be much for 

the intereſt of government, the good of ſo- 
ciety, and of every individual in Great Bri- 


tain, that this New Board of Revenue I 
04 have 
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have the honour of propoſing ſhould be 


eſtabliſhed ; and as all who pay taxes are 
certainly entitled to protection, that this 
Board ſhould alſo have them under their 
care. And in order that my plan may be 

the more readily adopted, I ſhall mention 
another way how this buſineſs may be done, 
and ſhow where money may be got ſuffi- 
cient for the purpoſe of carrying on this re- 


formation-work, and of courſe increaſe the 
public revenue by popular means; and 
| when, after trial, they chooſe to go into 


the whole of my propoſals formerly men- 


tioned, I ſhall then ſhow how the revenue 
will be permanent and productive, and the 


reformation of life and manners made gene- 
ral and effectual. 


Permit me to ſuppoſe that this plan is to 


4 be fairly tried, and I was deſired to ſhow | 
how it ſhould be begun. In this event 1 
would humbly propoſe, that the chief office 
for London ſhould be the Foundling Ho- 


ſpital, as it is a large place, and well ſituate 
for the purpoſe : that the Citadel of Leith, 
or ſome other proper place in the vicinity 


of 


„ 
of Edinburgh, ſhould be the other chief of- 
fice. And as Scotland has been long ac- 
knowledged to be the beſt place in the 
world for education, the poor ought to have 
the advantage of it as well as the rich; and 
as piety, induſtry, and œconomy, are ſel- 
dom found in hoſpitals, I humbly propoſe 
that the children 1n the Foundling Hoſpital, 
who, I am told, are about one hundred and 
fifty, ſhould be ſent to Scotland under the 
direction of the Board at Edinburgh, and by 
them diſtributed in the ſea-ports and vil- 
lages in the county of Fife, and boarded 
with ſuch farmers and fiſhermen as are 
pious and induſtrious, and will take proper 
care of them; and in order that this may 
be effectually done, the miniſter and ſchool- 
maſter of the pariſh to have a fee for cach 
child they ſuperintend. 8 
In chis way they will be brought up to 

be uſeful to themſelves and to their country; 
they will always continue under the pro- 
| tection of this new Board, who will have it 
in their power to reward the good and puniſh 
bo bad without uſing much ſeverity. 
G3 1 
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If all charity children are thus removed 
at a diſtance from their parents or others 
who have abandoned them, and placed 
amongſt ſtrangers who will pay every at- 
tention to learn them to read and work, 
they will be out of the reach of their com- 
panions and others who might ſeduce them 
to follow bad practices: and I expect it will 
_ awaken the parental affection of many, and 
be the means of their taking more care of 
their education, and greatly leſſen the pre- 
ſent number of charity children; for I am 
confident that no perſon whatever is ſo pro- 
per to bring up children as thoſe parents 
who give them a good advice and example; 
but where thoſe are wanting, the method 
now propoſed is the beſt remedy, as, by be- 
ing in ſober, regular, and induſtrious fami- 
lies, where they will be treated with tender- 
neſs, and, if I may be allowed the expreſ- 
ſion, domeſticated, they will thus become 
excellent ſervants, and conſequently many 
applications will be made to the Board for 
them, where their maſters and miſtreſſes 
may 5 5 on the certainty of their cha- 
racter; i 


(9 1 

racter; and beſides, each of them muſt give 
their bond to the Board in the ſum of 

as a ſecurity for their future good behavi- 


. and in caſe of forfeiture they will be 


removed to a place of reformation. 
In the event that there ſhould be a greater 
number of charity children than can be well 


accommodated in Scotland, 1 humbly pro- 
| Poſe that ſome of them ſhould be ſent to 
Wales and diſtant places in England, at leaſt 
100 miles from the place of their birth, or 


reſidence of the parents or relations, but 
educated in reading and working in the 
ſame manner as in Scotland. 


In order to ſecure a cheerful and regular 
payment of taxes, and carry on this refor- 


mation-work, 1 humbly propoſe, That every 
perſon born in Great Britain, who lives a 
regular and inoffenſive life, and is a good 
member of ſociety, and has always paid 


his taxes when due, ſhall not be liable to an 
arreſt for a debt, or to find bail til! 
days after judgement has been obtained; 


in caſe they have been arreſted, this Board 
will protect them, and recover the penal- 
G 4 ties 
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ties and coſts for the benefit of the re- 
venue. 5 8 
There are few natives of this kingdom 
who wiſh to leave it; if they can live com- 

fortably in it, and they certainly ought to 
enjoy their liberty as much as poſſible. I 
can ſee no diſadvantage that would follow 
were they exempted from arreſts, as above 
ſtated. It is the practice of the law in Scot- 
land; and certainly an Engliſhman ſhould 
have the ſame privilege ; but it would be 
very improper to extend it to foreigners, 
who, having no particular attachment to 
this country, would immediately leave it on 
the actions being brought: but an Engliſh- 
man would be very diligent to get in his 
money in order to ſatisfy the debt, and fo 
keep out of jail ; by the preſent practice he 
is hurried there, deprived of his liberty, and 
prevented from attending his buſineſs, which 
| ſometimes makes them go abroad. 
In order to render their going abroad ſtill 
more unneceſſary, I humbly propoſe, That 
Tome places of refuge ſhould be appointed in 
this country, to which the unfortunate debtor 
. .. may 
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may fly, and where he may remain free 
from arreſt the ſame as if he was actually 
abroad, on condition of his giving up his 
whole property upon oath ; by this means 
his labour and future induſtry will be'ſe- 
cured to the country, and the money or ef. 
fects he would have carried with him en- 
tirely given up to his creditors, 
Beſides, if he was poſſeſſed of any of the 
ſecrets of our manufactures, they will re- 
main with him here; and he will be kept 
out of the way of imbibing foreign prin- 
ciples atid faſhions, which are ſo hurtful to 
the Britiſh nation. 
In order to . the revenue _ th 
eure the peace of this country, I humbly 
propoſe, That every foreigner, male or fe- 


male, now here, ſhall give their bond for 


the ſum of as a ſecurity for their 
future good behaviour; this bond to men- 
tion their real name, place of birth, age, 
education, religious profeſſion, place of re- 
ſidence, their reaſons for coming here, with 
a deſcription of their perſon, and Whether 
or not they are : inarried, . and. if married 
what 


[ 96 ] 
what family they have, and where they are; 
and alſo, that all foreigners who ſhall in fu- 
ture come here, ſhall, immediately on their 
landing, give their bond in the above way. 

4 further propoſe, That every foreign ſer- 
vant in Great Britain, whether male or fe- 
male, ſhall pay double the taxes that men- 
ſervants pay; and that every foreigner who 
keeps an academy or boarding-ſchool, or 

who is a teacher at any ſuch place, or who 
teaches at home, or reſides in, or goes into 
any family as a teacher, ſhall annually pay 
five guineas for a licence from this New Re- 
venue Board; and all foreigners, whether 
male or female, who follow any' occupation 
or calling! in any part of Great Britain, ſhall 
alſo pay to this Board the like ſum of five 
guineas for an annual licence, above all 
the other taxes that ſuch trade or buſineſs 
may ſubject them to, as it is very unreaſon- 
able to allow foreigners to come into this 
country, to the prejudice of our own people, 
who are much hurt in their trade by ſuch. 
intruders. It muſt give every good man 
pain to ſee a foreigner taking the bread: out 
BREW...” „ of 
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of an Euglimman' s mouth; beſides, they 
too frequently get higher prices than our 
own people, and ſo can well afford to pay 
the tax, which will be a popular one, and 
at this time have a good effect, as it will 
ſhow the number of foreigners that are 
here, and of what deſcription they are. It 
will alſo be an advantage to the foreigners, 
as, by their paying the taxes, they will then 
be placed under the protection of this Re- 
venue Board. 

Another tax I humbly dials to be un- 
der the management of this New Board, is a 
a tax upon dogs. If a conſtant watch is 
adopted, as I hope in God it will, few 
dogs will be neceſſary, as the conſtant 
watch will be found fully ſufficient for the 
protection of the whole country. Had it 
been adopted when I propoſed it, the late 
' riots could not have happened. It is the 
only ſafe method by which the peace of the 
country can be ſecured, and the perſons and 
property of every individual fully protected 
in thus preventing crimes. The preſent 
method of fines and puniſhments for 

breaches 
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breaches of the peace, = to irritate the 
people, and fill the pockets of ſome indivi- 
duals, to the hurt of ſociety. No perſon 
employed by the new Board of Revenue will 
de permitted to take fees for their own 
| emolument; they will all have proper ſala- 
ries, and all the ines and fees will go to the 
Tevenue, which in time will be very conſi- 
derable. | 
To give one inſtance of the benefit of 
ſees to the public—Suppoſe a perſon in 
London, or any other place in Britain, 
wiſhes to be informed of the character of 
another perſon at a diſtance, they have only 
to apply to any of the offices belonging to 
the Board, where, on paying a ſmall fee, 
and giving in in writing the perſon's name, 
&c. whoſe character they wiſh to know; 
and they will in a few days, according to 

the diflance, receive a full anſwer in writ- 
ing whether there is ſuch a perſon or not, 


and their general character, ſo that people 


in trade will be able to judge how far it is 
proper to truſt them with goods; and thoſe 
YE who 
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who want the character of ſervants will We 
ſatisfied in the ſame manner. 
I fhall mention a caſe by which it will 
appear how advantageous it -is for the in- 
creaſe of the revenue, and the proſperity of 
the country, and the ſecurity of individuals, 
to have this new Board of Revenue eſta- 
bliſhed. 

My eldeſt brother opened a top ker" the 
Strand in 1763, for the ſale of his own. 
publications. He was immediately attacked 
by a numerous and opulent body of peo- 
ple, who brought ſuit after ſuit in Chancery 
till they amounted in all to ten, beſides ac- 
tions in the King's Bench and Exchequer. 
On ſeeing him thus unjuſtly attacked, I was 
induced to join a beloved, and at that time 
an only brother, when, after a warm and 
expenſive conteſt of eleven years, we at 
laſt finally prevailed in the Houſe of Lords; 
and, what is very remarkable, we always ac- 
knowledged what they alledged againſt us, 
and never put them to the trouble or ex- 
pence of calling a ſingle witneſs, it being 
our deſire to have it brought to a fair and 

ſpeedy 
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| ſpeedy iſſue. Our opponents contended, that 
they had a perpetual and excluſive right to 
certain books; we urged in our defence, 
that there was no property in books, but 
what was granted by the ſtatute Btlh of 
Queen Ann, which fixes it to the author, 
his heirs, &c. for a term of fourteen years 
and no longer; to which they anſwered, 
that they had a perpetual right at common 
law beſides that granted them by the ſtatute, 
for that the laſt clauſe of the Act mentions, 
That after the expiration of the ſaid term 
of fourteen years, the ſole right of print- 
ing or diſpoſing of copies ſhall return to the 
authors thereof, if they are then living, 
for another term of fourteen years; and 
as the words © and no longer” are not here 
repeated as in the former clauſe, therefore 
it returns to them for ever.. In April 1769, 
three of the Judges of the Court of King's 
Bench gave their opinion, © That there is a 
common Jlaw-right of an author to his 
copy, and that judgement otight to be for 
the plaintiff,” (Thoſe who wiſh to be 
more . informed in this cauſe are re- 


ferred 
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ferred to the ſpeeches or arguments of the 
Court of King's Bench, Miller againſt Tay- 
lor, printed in 1771.) A writ of error was 
immediately brought againſt this judgement ; 
on which they filed another bill in Chancery 
withſtanding we had got the former injunc- 
tion for this book diſſolved, and left at li- 
an to print and ſell lt. 
Being thus conſtantly haraſſed with fairs, 
I had a conſultation with my counſel at the 
Attorney - General's chambers, on the beſt 
way of bringing this buſineſs to a final end, 
when his Lordſhip was pleaſed to give me 
a very full and clear view of the matter, by 
ſhowing, if we let judgement go againſt us, 
we would change our ſituation, and have it 
in our power to puſh for a final decifion 
by bringing an n to the Houſe. 4 | 
Lords. 1 
I Avas ſo ſatisfied with this e that 
I requeſted his Lordſhip: would do us the 
honour to argue the appeal in the Houſe 
of Lords, which he did with his well-known 
abilities; and I truſt J ſhall ever retain a 
out; grateful 
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grateful ſenſe of his Lordſhip's goodneſs in 
getting me fo honourably delivered out of a 
ſituation fo peculiarly hard. After ſeveral 
days hearing in the Houſe of Lords, their 
Lordſhips were pleaſed to order the Judges 
to give their opinions, which took up ſeve- 
ral days more, when Earl Camden, after a 
moſt able ſpeech, moved to reverſe the de- 
cree of the Court of Chancery. Earl 
Bathurft, then Chancellor (much to his ho- 
nour), ſaid, © This was an appeal from his 
own Court ; what he did there was agree- 
able to the forms and practice of that Court, 
but now he was as unbiaſſed as any of their 
Lordſhips, and ſeconded the noble Lord's 
motion to reverſe the decree.“ His Lordſhip 
then, in an excellent ſpeech, ſhewed the 
abſurdity of any right that authors or others 
had to any bock excluſive of the ſtatute; 
upon which the judgement was reverſed, 
and the opinion given by Sir Joſeph "Yates 
in the Court of King's Bench found to be 
good, That the author or bookſeller ſhall | 
have the ſole right for the particular terms 
Which the ſtatute has given, but no longer.“ 
2h | 3 5 
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Thus, in 1774, after eleven years perſe- 
cution, we ſucceeded in a queſtion of great 
national importance: the moſt eminent 

Counſel were engaged by the different par- 
ties, and Albany Wallis, Eſq. was our ſoli- 
citor, to whoſe well-known abilities and un- 
wearied attention we are much indebted; 
and I muſt not omit this opportunity of re- 
turning him my moſt ſincere thanks, and 
hope I ſhall ever retain a grateful ſenſe of it. 
But the chief reaſon of my introducing this 
cauſe here is, to ſhow the great- advantage 
this deciſion was of to the trade of the na - 
tion, by giving employment to many thou- 
ſand printers, ſtationers, book-binders, pa- 
per- makers, and all the other buſineſſes con- 
nected with them, and alſo to authors; and 
likewiſe to ſhow that the revenue has been 
greatly increaſed by the duty on paper, 
leather, the advertiſement duty on books, 
ſtamps on bills and receipts, poſtages, &c. 
all of which have increaſed the revenue 
above ſixty thouſand pounds a year. Had 
| Government taken us under their protec 
tion, as certainly they ought, even for the 
9 K ns ſake 
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ſake of the adyertiſement · duty, which Was 
then two ſhillings on each advertiſement, 
and which the printers of the newſpapers 
- refuſed to inſert for us, they being ſo much 
under the influence of our opponents—I 
ſay, if they had protected us, we might 
have had this great queſtion of Literary 
Property decided in one year; conſequently 
the revenue would have increaſed ten years 
ſooner, and of courſe have had fix hundred 
thouſand pounds more in the Treaſury, I 
have been for half a century engaged in 
different purſuits of public utility, and have 
never yet had one penny of public money, 
or one proof of miniſterial favour; J hope 
it is not too late to expect that Government 
will give me ſome ſubſtantial mark of their 
fayour for my paſt ſervices, and as an earneſt 
of what I may expect for my future labours. 
My brother had an equal right to ſhare 
with me in the public favour for our joint 
ſervices in this eleven years ſtruggle, and I 
truſt Government will alſo beſtow: on his 
only ſon the ſame reward they would have 
bend his father if he had been alive. 
Though 


a 
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Though my nephew's name is affixed. to 


this book, as is commonly done with book- 
ſellers without their conſent, yet he knows 


nothing of my printing it, or of this appli- 
cation in his fayour—l thought my doing it 


was only a piece of juſtice due to the me- 
mory of a mich beloved brother. | 
Before the above-mentioned deciſion au- 


thors got very little for their works, ſome 
of them have ſince got fortunes ; and the 


public Libraries that were entitled to a copy 


of all books entered in Stationers'-hall, got 
but very few copies, as may be ſeen by 


comparing what they got before 1774, with 


what they have received ſince that period ; 


yet none of them -have made us any ac- 
knowledgement for our ſervices, which have 


proved ſo beneficial t to them. 


As the hints I formerly gave about canals 


and parallel roads have been miſunderſtood, 


I ſhall here endeavour t to ſtate it a little 
more fully. 
If the parallel roads are not to be daldie, | 
the > Moſer ones' ſhould be made ſtraight, 
: | H 2 and 
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and fo level that a pair of horſes in a car- 


riage may trot up and down the ſteepeſt 


parts; and where new roads are to be made, 
the parallel ones may be tried; at all events 


good foot-paths ſhould be made at the ſides 


of the great roads all over the kingdom, 
and horſes kept at the bottom of ſteep 


places to put to ſuch carriages as require 
their aſſiſtance, till once thoſe heights are 


taken away. By this method of managing 
| horſes, I ſuppoſe they will be as good at 


the end of ſixteen years as they are now at 
twelve, ſo they will laſt a third longer; and 
many people who are now obliged to ride 
on account of the badneſs of the roads, may 


prefer walking when they have good foot- 


roads. 
It is my earneſt with to leſſen the num 


7 ber of horſes by every poſhble method, as 


being a moſt certain way of reducing the 
price of proviſions. 


Having mentioned the road from Lon- 
don to Edinburgh may be ſhortened 70 


Eo miles, I ſhall now ſtate ſome of the good 


effects of it.—Suppoſe there are only 30 
** horſes 


ö 
| 
2 
Y 


AT 2» 
horſes arrive each day on an average from 
London to Edinburgh, that in a year, or 


365 days by 
L | 


is 10% 5 horſes, 
And allowing 70 miles on | 


each to be ſaved, | PE ed 2 
3 ben 
which at t ſixpence. a ja duty included, is 

19,1621. 10s. annually ſaved to thoſe who 
go from London to Edinburgh; and there 


will be an equal ſaving to thoſe who come 
from Edinburgh to London, which is other 
| 19,1621. 10s. making 38,3251. and this 
merely by ſtraitening the road; but if it 


is alſo made level and perfectly good, 15 
horſes would carry as many people then, as 
the 3o do now; and the ſaving of 15 horſes 


a day upon the 330 miles at the ſame rate, 


would be 45,1681. 158. a year between 


London and Edinburgh, and as much be- | 
tween Edinburgh and London 45,1681. 158. 


both making a ſaving of 90, 3 371. 108. by 
the roads being level; which added to the 
_— 38,32 5l. 


* 
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38,3251. the fiving ; on the road being 


ſhortened, makes the whole 128,6621. 108, 


annually faved to thoſe who go from Lon- 
don to Edinburgh direct, and fo return; the 
ſaving will be in proportion to every town 
and place that lies between them, and at the 


ſame rate through the whole kingdom en- 
Joying the ſame advantages, which will be 
more than forty times this ſum; but ſup- 
poſing only one-half or twenty times, 1s a 
ſaving of 2,573,2 5ol, annually to the na- 


tion by this propoſed improvement on the 


roads; and this only includes ſuch horſes as 


are employed by thoſe who travel on buſi⸗ 
neſs or amuſement, which are but few when 


compared to the great numbers employed i in 
waggons and carts over the kingdom, in 


carrying of goods, proviſions, coals, timber, 
lime, ſtone, dung, &c. and may be eſti- 


mated at ſix times this ſum: however, I 
ſhall only tate it at one-half that A 


or three times, which is 7,719, 50l.; to 


which add the former ſum, both 454 


10,29 3, oool. beſides the ſaving of time, and 
the great increaſe there wall be in black 
cattle 
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 eattle and ſheep. The more cattle are e kept, 
the farmers will have the more dung, and 
conſequently raiſe the more corn—in this 
way we may have bread and meat at a rea- 
ſbnable price. 

The good roads will be comfortable to 
all who walk or ride, and they will greatly 
promote the ſale of fiſh in the interior parts 
of the country, where they a are at preſent 
ſfeldom ſeen. 

f the calculation was taken from the 
number of horſes between London and 
Bath, or ſome other cities in England, the 
fum would have been much larger; but 
thoſe from London to Edinburgh. appear to 
be the beſt medium on which to form the 
moſt certain eſtimate. 

The above ſaving brought . 
down — 10,29 3,000 

271 times 37,960l.—The 3 
ſaving on the Glaſgow road 10,87, 60 


** 


3 


5.840 
- <0 B. 1 00 odd numbers, 1 have 
+ calculated the London road at 400 miles; 


H 4 though 
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though by an almanack I have 5 me it a 


ny 391 miles. 


PROPOSALS FOR A PARALLEL, RoaD 
ROM EDINBURGH TO GLASGOW. 


"IM humbly propoſe, That a parallel road 
ſhould be made as ſtraight as poſſible, with 


a foot-road on each ſide, to Join the two ci- 
ties, without regard to the preſent roads, 


and made fo level that two horſes in a coach 
may trot up and down the ſteepeſt parts of 


it; to be conſtantly watched, and kept in 


good repair by the watchmen, agreeably to. 


my plan for parallel roads. From this road 
there ſhould be roads of communication to 


all towns and places on either ſide; and if 
there were parallel roads from Edinburgh 
to London, the Glaſgow People - would 
come this road, as being the neareſt and beſt 
to London, I ſuppoſe the road from Edin- 


burgh to Glaſgow, when made ſtraight, will 


be ſhortened about ſix miles; and being alſo 
levelled, half the number of horſcs will be 


ſufficient, 


- 
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| ſallicient, and the horſes will laſt longer, as 


it is the ſteep and crooked 1 chat ruin 
mem. 


An ordinary horſe walks about two miles 
in an hour, but he will trot ſix in an hour 


upon level road. — Travellers will accom- 


plih their journey, without hurting their 
horſes, in one-third of the time they now 


take in hilly countries, and a cart with one 

horſe will carry as great a load as two do 

now, and in three hours leſs. time, between 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow. 


Suppoſe 20 horſes in a day on an ave- 


| rage from Edinburgh to Glaſgow, and as 


many to return, and the road ſhortened ſix 


miles, and calculated as on the London road, 
there will be an annual ſaving of 1,096l. to 


each city, both making 2, 190l. and if it is 


alſo levelled, ten horſes will ſerve in place 
of the twenty, which on forty miles is 


43,650l. to each city, both making 7,300l. 


to which add 2,190], the ſaving on the roads 


being ſhortened, both making an annual 


ſaving of 9,490cl. to thoſe who travel on 


| buſineſs or amuſement from the one city to 


the 
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the other. Suppoſing there are only three 
times as many horſes employed in waggons 
and carts, in carrying of goods, proviſions, 
coals, timber, lime, ſtone, dung, &c. makes 


28,4701. to which add the former ſum 
9,490l. both making 37,9601. the annual 


ſaving between Edinburgh and Glaſgow, 
which multiplied by 271, makes 10, 287, 160l. 


and is only 5, 840l. ſhort of my general cal- 
culation over the kingdom; and, I humbly 


think, proves that the calculations have been 


taken at too low a rate, as none can ſup- 


poſe but that the number of horſes employ- 


ed over the whole iſland muſt be much 


more than 271 times the number of thoſe 
employed betwixt Edinburgh and Glaſgow, 
a diſtance of only forty-ſix miles. 

0 take it another way, 2 


Suppoſe chere are only two millions of 


| horſes in Great Britain, and on an average 


their keeping coſts twenty pounds each, that 


is forty millions a year; but I ſhall only 
Rate it at fifteen pounds each, which is not 
one-half the expence of keeping them in 


London 
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London and many other places, this makes 
thirty millions; and ſuppoſing the roads 
being made ſtraight and level, one-third 
fewer horſes will be needed; this is a 
ſaving of ten millions annually, and the 
amount ariſing from the calculations on the 
London and Edinburgh road; but I am 
confident that one-half the preſent number 
of horſes will be ſufficient, which makes the 
ſaving five millions more, or fifteen mil- 
lions in all, an oe worth, the attend- 
ing to. 

It is evident chat the propoſed 3 
roads are by far the beſt: the ſtraight and 
level ones will be eaſier made, and produce 
the ſame revenue; but they will be attended 
with more expence to keep in repair, and 
two objects entirely loſt, viz. that of travel» 
ing with more expedition, and in greater 
ſafety. In parallel roads they cannot run 


foul of each other; in the preſent Wa. 
they MH. 


| PROPOSAL 
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PROPOSAL | FOR A Rovyar Dock IN THE 
FRITH OF FORTH. 


IT would be of great national advantage 
to have a Royal Dock-yard in Scotland, and 
the Frith of Forth is the beſt place. In caſe 
of fire, or an attack from an enemy, the 
more Docks we have there will be leſs riſk 
of loſs ; ; and in caſe of war, a fleet there 
may get out when they could not in Eng- 
A 3 3 
If the a roads were made to Edin- 
burgh, the mail from London would arrive 
about the ſame time it does now at Ply- 
mouth. It would be a great inducement to 
the ſeamen in that country to enter on 
board his Majeſty's ſhips on the firſt no- 
tice of war ; and if they are paid off there, 
ſo near their own houfes, they will imme- 
diately go a fiſhing again, and be ready to 
return when wanted. I alſo propoſe, That 
there ſhould be two hoſpitals erected near 
the Dock, the one for ſeamen and the other 


for 
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for ſoldiers; but on a different plan from 


thoſe of Chelſea and Greenwich: which, 
with ſome other improvements, I am con- 
vinced would render the practice of preſſing 
either for ſea or land ſervice anne in 
that country. 

N. B. The creſent Docks at Portſmouth, 

| &c. are not ſufficient for building all the 


ſhips of war, which obliges Government to 
have ſome built in private Docks in the 
Thames, at Briſtol, and at Northam near 


Southampton. 
If the water ſhall not Is found deep 


enough in the Forth, I am told that Cro- 


marty-bay is ſuperior to any in Britain. 


If this propoſed Dock had been eſta- 


bliſhed when I firſt ſpoke of it, the naviga- 


tion of the North-ſea would have been fully 


protected, as ſhips of war could ſo eaſily go 


from Cromarty-bay to every neceſſary place; 


beſides, by keeping our fleets chiefly about 


Portſmouth and Plymouth, a great part of 
the coaſt is left defenceleſs, and in caſe of 
fire or any accident to our preſent Docks, 
Moves one in ne would be an addi- 

tional 
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tional advantage to- the Britiſh Navy, mote 
eſpecially if the ſailors of that country were 
allowed to return home when their ſhips 
were paid off. 

I formerly mogeles; T hat the canals 
ſhould be marked out and plans made of 
them, and ſuch parts as are likely to be moſt 
uſeful to be firſt made; and in the courſe of 
ſupplying the canals with water, attention 
will alſo be paid to the ſupplying of cities, 
towns, villages, and fields, at the ſame time 
with water, and likewiſe of draining __ 
and marſhy grounds. 

I alfo propoſed to make parallel roads 
through the country, as mentioned in page 
20 and 21, &c. But I would begin with 
making a circular road about all cities, 
towns and villages, on the ſame plan with 
the parallel roads, and all within that eir- 
eular road to be conſidered as one point; 

and as cities, &c. increaſe, another circular 
road to be formed at proper diſtances, ſup- 
| Poſe yards, on the ſame plan with the 
firſt, by which means there will be a ready 
and ſpeedy communication to all parts of 
14S: . the 
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the city, thoſe roads to be paved in the ſame 
manner as the other ſtreets, with good foot- 
paths on each fide ; but ſuch roads as go 
into the country and are made in the ſame 
way as the preſent turnpike roads, I propoſe, 
in place of one broad road, to have two nar- 
row ones, that all carriages, horſes, &c. 
ſhould go one way and return the other, 
and foot paſſengers to obſerve the ſame rule. 
Though I mention thoſe as narrow roads, yet 
they will be ſufficiently broad to let two 
_ carriages pals, the foremoſt carriage drawing 
to one fide when thoſe behind with to paſs 
them. In this way travelling will be ſafe 
and expeditious ; as they will never have 
any thing to meet them, they will keep the 
middle of the road and go in perfect ſafety 
the road will be dryer than the preſent ones, 
and not ſo high in the middle, for the 
broader the road is it muſt be made more 
convex in order to let the water off; and as 
all carriages at preſent go and come upon 
the ſame road, they are continually meeting 
with obſtructions, and frequently obliged to 
drive for a great way on the fide of the 


road, 
15 
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road, the one fide of the carriage being 
much higher than the other, which occa- 
ſions many overturns ; ' beſides, it is not ſo 
agreeable as going upon a level. In dry 
weather there will not be much duſt, as the 
carriages going always one way will ſmooth 
it; in the preſent way, when one carriage 
ſmooths the duſt, the next carriage kicks it 
up by going the contrary way, and ſo keeps 

It in conſtant agitation, and very difagree- 
able to themſelves as well as other paſſengers. 
But the parallel roads are formed upon the 
ſame principle the farmer does his wet 

grounds, in narrow ridges, ſo that the wa- 
ter gets ſoon off; they will be ſomething 
like the Mall in St. James's Park, always 
dry; and being watched both night and 
day, thoſe watchmen will alſo keep them 
clean and in good repair, as they will have 
their houſes at proper diſtances along the 
road to be ready to aſſiſt travellers at all 
times. If a trial was once made of thoſe 


roads, I make no doubt but they would ; 


be ſoon adopted everywhere, though they 
will be attended with a little more expence 
EO, | to 


Wk 


td make, yet they will be cheaper in the | 


end, as they will laſt ſo long; beſides, by 


making them ftraight they will be ſhorter, | 


and by making them level! it will be a great 
faving.of | horſes. 


To give a fair trial to thoſe roads, ſup- 
poſe a ſurvey was made of the road between 
Loridon and Edinburgh i in a ſtraight line, 


and an eſtimite of the experice, mentioning 


the places where it would go, and the par- 


ticulat diſtance of each place, with the num- 
ber of new bridges and the expence of each, 
I believe it would go near Bedford and 


Leeds, from thence to Hawick, Selkirk, 
and Edinburgh. I have been told that the 
road by Bedford is about twenty miles 


nearer than the preſent road the mail goes, 


and that is worth the ſaving. Though the 
turnpike roads are made to moſt towns, yet 


they are badly done, and attended with more 


expence to keep than it would be to make | 


new ones.—If a new road was marked out 


between London and Edinburgli, and it be 


found about. ſeventy miles ſhorter than the 
preſent one, they would ſoon ſet about it; 
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and by each city or town making what was 
near them, they would in a few years have 


it completed. As it may in ſome places 


take years to cut down a hill, I would pro- 


poſe at all ſteep places there ſhould be horſes 
kept to be put to waggons and other car- 


riages which require aſſiſtance for drawing 
them up thoſe ſteeps, and this done at a 


moderate price. Roads conducted in this 
manner would ſoon be productive; as all 
the cities, &c. on either ſide would make 


roads to communicate with this great road. 
But ſuppoſe, in making this road ſtraight, it 
ſhould come to a river which runs in the 


ſame direction, and a good road could not 
be made at the ſide of it, I would propoſe 
to alter the courſe of the river at that place; 


and the bridge could be built before the 


courſe of the river was turned, which would 
be a great ſaving in the building of the 
bridge, eſpecially if the river was large: 
Suppoſe the road was to run into a perſon's 
grounds who was unfriendly to new things, 
and he could' not be perſuaded to agree tg 
it, in that event, or in any other where the 


1 line 


3 1 } | 
line could not be kept, I would propoſe ts 
make a kind of circular road, to paſs him; 
till the road could be brought into the 


ſtraight line again. In ſome grounds that 
are very dry, and in others that are not 


much frequented, it would not be neceſſary 
to make parallel roads; thoſe now in uſe 
may do: but in the vicinity of cities and 


populous places it will be neceſſary, in order 
to prevent robbery, and alſo for the greater 


ſafery of travellers.” 
My great object is to have 7566 and level 


roads, as without them neither agriculture 


nor manufactures can go well on. One 


horſe will draw more than four or five ſuch 


horſes can carry; ſo that the expence of 
turnpikes is nothing when compared to the 


great expence of keeping many horſes: 

Some farmers are ruined by the number of 
horſes they keep, in carrying dung, &. 1 
have heard that there are ſome in Scotland 


near the ſea who keep upwards of eighty 
horſes, to carry the kelp, and bring manure 
from the ſea It is my ſurpriſe that they are 


able to pay any rent, as [ think the keeping 
a 2 of 
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of eighty horſes enough to ruin any farmer. 
It is the duty and intereſt of every noble- 


tion to the making and keeping in repair 
good. and ſtraight roads, and to encourage 


the agriculture, fiſheries, and manufactures 


of the country; at preſent we have got the 
advantage of other countries, owing chiefly: 
to our ſpinning machines and the preſent 
troubles on the continent; but thoſe ad- 
vuantages will not continue always. Which 

ever way theſe troubles may be ſettled, they 
will ſooner or later come to an end, and 
the people will perhaps have more liberty 
than before the commencement of the war; 
and if our taxes continue, and the price of 
proviſions keep up, our manufacturers and 


others will leave this country, and go where 
they may reaſonably hope to live at no 


greater expence perhaps than for the taxes 
they now pay here. It is with a view to 
prevent thoſe evils that I fo earneſtly wiſh 
Government to conſider the ſituation of the 
induſtrious tradeſman, &c. who can hardly | 
find ſubliſtence for themſelves. 


11 | 


„ 

It has ever been my ſtudy to prevent 

evils rather than remedy them; and I am 
confident that this country may, with a little 
attention and co-operation of Government, 
be made the happieſt and moſt deſirable 
country in the world to live in. The peo- 
ple do not complain ſo much of the want 
of liberty, as of the want of bread and the 
want of property; and I can ſay with truth, 
that it is in the power of Government to 
give them both without taking one ſhilling 
out of the Treaſury ; and this may be partly 
done by making it unneceſſary to keep ſo 
many horſes, encoyraging the breed of black 
cattle and ſheep, and promoting the fiſheries, 
and the cultivation of hemp and flax; this 
can be done by cultivating the crown-lands, 
and alſo the waſtes and commons, 

It ſeems always to have been the object 
of our Miniſters to'make laws to puniſh the 
guilty, but none to encourage and reward 
the virtuous and good I] mean the indivi- 
dual good man. There are bounties on 
whale-ſhips and on the exportation of corn, 
ane ately on the culture of flax; but thoſe 

13 da 
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do not come down to the claſs of people 

who ſtand moſt in need of aſſiſtance; it is 
the ſober and induſtrious farmers, and 
tradeſmen with large families, who have 
hard work to keep themſelyes from a jail, 
and their wives and children from the 
workhouſe, that I ſpeak for; give them bread 
at ſuch a price as they can affprd to pay, 
and they will be thankful for it; and enable 
them to obtain property by honeſt means, 
and they will rejoice and defend it and 
yours againſt all enemies either foreign or 
domeſtic. This may be done by building 
houſes near the highways for the watchmen 
to live in, and erecting villages on the com- 
mons and crown-lands ; and near the ſea, 
fiſhing-towns, allowing to every houſe a 
piece of ground for a garden; and where it 
can be had, graſs for a cow ; which houſes 
are to be given on certain conditions, to 
thoſe who have large families and behave 
well, at a ſmall ground-rent, for a certain 
number of years, and to increaſe that rent 
very twenty years; but it is not to be lett 
ig fold: and in caſe they behave ill, they 


muſt 


F x19 5 | 


muſt remove, and the houſe be given to an- 
other more deſerving : the poſſeſſors of theſe 
| houſes to have the care of the highways, 
and be ſubje& to particular regulations, ſo 
as to operate as a ſpur to their induſtry, and 
an inducement for others to follow their 
good example, and have a reward of their 
merit ; ſervants alſo who behave well and 


live long in one place, to be rewarded. Such 
as do not underſtand the management of a 
kitchen- garden would have them put in or- 


der for them, and furniſhed with plants and 


ſeeds, and directions given them; and thoſe 


who kept them beſt to have a premium. 
Thoſe gardens, being by the road, would 
induce others to follow the ſame method ; 
country people are unwilling to alter their 
method, ſo it cannot be expected they will 
go far to learn a better way. 

The people in thoſe watch-houſes will 


rear pigs and fowls, and keep bee-hives, be- 
ſides watching and repairing the roads; 


they will alſo follow fome particular em- 


ployment ; and at many turnpike- gates there 
* be a public ſchool, and ſuch as "with | 
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to have ſergants or apprentices may hear of 
them there, and thoſe who want places 

may apply there. They will alſo ſtop beg- 
gars and vagrants there, and in a little time 


| begging will he entirely ſuppreſſed. There 


will always be good lights at the turnpike- 
gates, and a proper perſon in readineſs all 
the night as well as day to give aſſiſtance to 
travellers in whatever ſhape they come. 5 
In the making of theſe propoſed canals 
and roads, it is probable they may touch 
upon ſome ſituations that will be delightful 
for building villages, and make good acceſs 
to lands now uncultivated, but capable of 
great improvement, and whoſe produce may 
be then eaſily conveyed to a good market, 
all which will help to make proviſions more 
plenty and cheap. | 
It is ſelf-evident that the N of horſes 
to do any thing that can be done by oxen, 


is hurtful to the nation, by raiſing the price 


of proviſions; beſides, the multiplying of 

horſes is forbid by Scripture. See Deutero- 
nomy, c. xvii. v. 16. Joſhua, c. xi. v. 6. 

if God commanded him to hough the horſes 


and 


£ ann } 


and burn the chariots with fire; and v. g, 


* Joſhua did ſo.” 2d Sam. c. viii. v. 4. 


„ David took from the Syrians 1000 cha- 
riots, and houghed all the chariot-horſes, but 


reſerved of them for 100 chariots,” And 


the ſame battle is recorded in 1 Chronicles, 
c. xvili. v. 14; and in Iſaiah, c. ii. v. 7. 
horſes and chariots are mentioned along 
with idols, &c. as the cauſe of God's for- 


ſaking his people. After Solomon married 
Pharaoh's daughter, and ſhe with his other 
wives had turned away his heart after other 
gods, we find he had 1400 chariots and 


12,000 horſemen, and that he permitted his 
ſubjects to trade in horſes and chariots, and 
to ſupply other kings with them, which 
they muſt have found very lucrative, as the 
char iots were above ſixty pounds, and the 


| horſes above ſeventeen pounds each, an 


amazing price 2800 years ago—lſee 1 Kings, 
c. x. v. 26, and following verſes; alſo 


2 Chronicles, c. i. v. 14, and Kllowing . 
verſes. In ſeveral places of the Revelations 
horſes are mentioned as one of the plagues 


of the earth. See & vi. and v. 8. Hunger 
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is there mentioned amongſt the evils inflit- 
ed by: the horſe. | 


125 OF THE REASONS THAT WILL 
MAKE THE PARALLEL ROADS POPU=s 


© TuEY will be conſtantly watched and 
| kept in good repair :—at the turnpike-gates 
and other proper places, there will be 
| benches where thoſe who walk may reſt, 
alſo water for them, and likewiſe for cattle. 
Thoſe who want work may apply at the 
_ turnpike-gate, where every neceſſary infor- 
mation will be given; and ſuch as are in 
want of food and have no money, will be 
taken care of—as no beggars will be per- 
mitted on any account, every perſon may 
walk on thoſe roads in the ſame aer as in 

their own gardens. | 
' Beſides, being ſhorter than other ads, 
they will be very pleaſant to thoſe who 
walk for exerciſe ; the farmers, gardeners, 
&e. will have none treſpaſſing upon their 
grounds, 


( 123 


Sn and their property at all times ſafe 
—the cattle can neither ſtray nor be ſtolen 

without the watchmen ſeeing them, ſo that 
all acts of violence and itn will * 
prevented. ä 
A common horſe 0 . two OR 
in an hour, but he will trot ſix miles in an 
hour upon level road ; as the parallel roads 
are propoſed to be made level, travellers will 
go in one-third of the time they do now in 
| hilly countries without injuring their horſes 
—thoſe who walk will do it ſooner on the 
intended foot-roads, and with more eaſe 
than they now ride in bad roads, © 
On the preſent turnpike-roads four horſes 
will draw as much as ſixteen ſuch horſes 
can carry on their backs ; but if the roads 
are made level, two horſes will do the work 
of thoſe four, ſo that ſeven horſes will be 
ſaved out of eight who e the loads on 

their backs. 
By making the roads ftraight from Lon- 
don, every city, town, &e. will be brought 
_ nearer to London; and, by making croſs- 
dead upon the ſame principle, all cities, er. 


[ 224 ] 


will be nearer each _ and yep pro- | 


mote trade. 


The ee of t navigation 


and good roads to agriculture and manu- 
factures are ſo evident, that it is almoſt un- 


neceſſary to mention them: However, I 
ſhall beg leave to refer to Birmingham and 
Mancheſter for an example of the benefit 
they enjoy from nature and art. Briſtol, 


Liverpool, and Hull, are their ſea- ports; 
and in a ſhort time they will have London 
and Portſmouth alſo, as they are making 


— to communicate with the Thames, 


&c.; by thoſe canals and turnpike-roads 


thay: have daily opportunities of ſending 
their goods to the beſt markets at a a ſmall 
expence. If the canals and roads were ex- 


tended and improved, our manufactures and 
commerce would be diffuſed over the whole 
kingdom ; every place in a great degree 

enjoying ſimilar advantages with Dirininge 
ham and Mancheſter, ly 


The ' preſent turnpike 1 roads may be 


watched, &c. on the ſame 2 with we 
propaſed parallel roads. 8 


Theſe | 


Moy of 


"Theſe, with many other advantages, the 
people will receive from my plans, without 
any additional tax or expetice”to' Govern- 
ment. As the method I have pointed out 
to raiſe money for this reformation-work, is 
either to be paid by foreigners for the pro- 
tection they receive from our laws, or by 
the natives of this country for real and ſub- 
ſtantial ſervices done them which they did 
not formerly enjoy; therefore it is not to 
be conſidered as a new tax on the people, 
who are to receive ſo many great benefits 

from it; and in place of being an expence 
to Government, their adminiſtration will be 
rendered popular, and the public revenue 
greatly increaſed by a new, uſeful, grow- 
ing, permanent, and productive branch of 
revenue, ariſing from the overffowings of 
this New Beard; which, if properly con- 

ducted, will afford inſtant relief to all in 
diſtreſs, and become a bleſſing to the Na- 
tion, and a mine of wealth to the Public : 
every perſon cheerfully paying the taxes, 
for the beſt of reaſons, becauſe they find a 
real ee in ſo doing z and every indi- 
| Vvicdual 
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vidual -will then fit under thelr., own viae, 


or under their own ſig- tree, and none to 
make them afraid. 


D Sons. oF THE ADVANTAGES THAT, WILL. 
ARISE FROM THE ADOPTING OF THIS 


PROPOSAL FOR A GENERAL REFORM- 
ATION. 


No oaks will get out of confinement 
before they have given proof of their 
amendment, by paying due obedience to all 
the regulations of the houſe, and giving 
their bond for their future good behaviour. 
A perſon in this ſituation will be cautious 
of his actions, and careful not to offend in 
any thing that has a tendeney to forfeit his 
bond; this will alſo be a good argument 
againſt thoſe who may endeavour to ſeduce 
bis and having obtained a good character 
he will be earneſt to preſerve it, by ſhow- 
ing himſelf to be a dutiful ſon, an affection- 
ate huſband and parent, a good maſter, or 
a faithful ſervant. In whatever ſituation of 

life 


5427 1 


believe he will make a better member of 
ſociety, than if he had never met with any 
misfortune ;- his ſober, decent, and induſtri- 


ous life, will be an example to all around 


him, giving good hope to parents and 
others connected with young people, who 


have neglected their education or buſineſs, 


and diſregarded advice and example, that 


they may now be inſtructed and reclaimed | 


in thoſe houſes ; and as their ſtay there will 
entirely depend on themſelves, it will ſti- 


mulate them to improve their time to re- 
cover what they had neglected in their ear- 


lier years. It may likewiſe ſerve as a ſpur 


to other young people, in making them uſe 
all diligence to attend to their preſent ſtu- 
dies, and ſo prevent their being ſent to one 
of thoſe places of reformation. Though 
they will always be well inſtructed, yet it 
will be done in ſuch a way as not to make 
them very deſirous to remain or to return. 
A ſpeedy and effectual reformation is the 
ſole object for which theſe houſes are pro- 
Poſed, and "every; means will be uſed to 
| | facilitate 
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; fcilitate ſo benevolent a work: and as 1 


Wo | have propoſed to combine the intereſt of all 


concerned with their duty, we may depend 
on the clergymen of all denominations; 
ſchoolmaſters, &c. being very zealous to rea 
claim and inſtruct their pupils, who will 
have every aecommodation neceſſary to pro- 
mote this great end; they will be retired 
and ſecluded from every tlling that has tlie 
leaſt tendency to retard their improvement; 
ſolitude, ſtudy, meditation and prayer be- 
ing the beſt means of reforming our paſt 
life, eſpecially when accompanied w with good 
inſtruction and example. 
When they onee are We to think 
ſeriouſly, and to pray, we may expect God's 
bleſſing on the work, and that he will in due 
time complete what he has begun. What 
cauſe they will then have to praiſe God, that 
they are neither in the priſon of hell, or the 
priſon of the grave, but ſtill on praying 
ground ; though in confinement the doors 
will be ſet open to them on their amend- 
ment; and if they continue to be the faiths. 
ful followers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they 
have 


* 
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have his promiſe. of living and reigning; 
with him in Heaven, where they think 
of God's goodneſs in ſtopping them while 
on the road to perdition; and if an earthly 
priſon is not agreeable, though only for a 
ſhort time; and where they have no bad 
company, how thankful they ſhould be that 
they are kept from the company of devils 
in hell; there to remain for ever and ever! 
If they ſearch the Seriptures, as our Saviour 
commanded, they will find ſufficient ſub- 
ject of continual meditation; they will ſee 
that all God's choſen people were ſeverely 
tried: Joſepli was thruſt into the inner pri- 
ſon; David was hunted like a partridge on 
the mountain; Job's trials were many and 
ſevere; Jeremiah was let down to a dun- 
geon and ſinking in mire ; the three Child- 
ren were caſt into the fiery furnace, and 
Daniel into the lion's den ; Jonah was caſt 
into the ſea, and ſwallowed by a whale. 
The Apoſtles Peter, John, and Paul, were 
all put into priſons; yet all theſe faithful 
ſervants of God -were delivered from the 
hands of their enemies, and we may depend 
sang K upon 
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upon our being delivered from all our 
troubles. alſo, if we ſincerely ſerve God and 
keep his commandments. The. Pſalmiſt ſaid, 

Before I was afſſicted I went aſtray, but 
now. keep thy commandments.” All pri- 
ſoners who are reclaimed will alſo be thank- 
ful to God for their affliction; but real or 
pretended creditors, who have unjuſtly or 
cruelly confined a priſoner, will have much 
cauſe for a ſpeedy and ſincere repentance, as 
the Almighty has ſaid, He will hear the 
ery of the priſoner and deliver him.“ He 
has in another place ſaid, Woe to them 
that add affliction to the afflicted!“ 

The preſent method of keeping the peace 
and inforcing the laws is by inflicting of pains 
and penalties, as our many penal laws ſhew. 
That they ha. e not been effectual is ſelf-evi- 
dent; therefore ſome other method ſhould 
be tried, as mankind in general prefer a pre- 
ſent advantage to a future felicity, I there- 
fore humbly propoſe, That there ſhould be 
encouragements and rewards: for the good 
and virtuous, as well as fines and puniſh- 
ments for the wicked. This is a leading 

| principle 


SS. OP. 


I 
principle of my plan of Reformation, and 


in which I apprehend it differs from all 


others: to do this effectually, and with 
the leaſt expence, has ever been my earneſt 


with, That it can be done, is evident from 
the reformation of many thoufands that 


have been tranſported to America; and 
the perſon who committed the firſt forgery 


on the Bank of Scotland, made His eſcape 


abroad, where he became a valuable mem- 


ber of ſociety; and we are told of the good 


behaviour of ſome of thoſe now ſent to Bo- 
tany Bay: by all which I am the more con- 


vinced that this reformation work can be 


more effectually done at home, where the 
advantages will be permanent and without 
any expence. But all the attempts that 
have hitherto been made to promote ſettle- 
ments abroad, are attended with great ex- 
pence to this country; and if they ſhould 
ſucceed, is there any reaſon to hope that 
they will prove better ſubjects to this coun- 
try than the Americans? I am ſorry to ſay 


that I think the ſpirit for new Colonies is 
1005 much encouraged amongft us, to the 


K 2 evident 
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evident hurt of the Nation. We have more 
uncultivated lands in this iſland than we can 


poſſibly improve for one hundred years, 


even if we keep all our people at home. 


What I moſt humbly propoſe as the beſt 
for us, is to encourage our agriculture, 


fiſheries, and manufactures, which will give 


full employment to our ſailors and ſhips, 


and greatly increaſe the happineſs, peace, 


and proſperity of the whole country. Every 
individual in this kingdom pays high taxes 
upon all they conſume, but when they go 


abroad they pay no taxes; on the contrary, 
they get a drawback of the duties, and even 
on ſome articles a bounty; and too many 


of them never pay the debts they contract 


to the mother country, by which thouſands 
here have been ruined, while the debtors 
too frequently live in luxury in a country 


where there is no recovering the debt, which 
too many amongſt us know to their ſad ex- 


perience. Beſides, we give higher prices to 


the Weſt India Planters for their produce 


than we can have it elſewhere ; particularly 
in the article of ſugar, I am told it can be 
| WED purchaſed 
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purchaſed in the Eaſt Indies for three ſhil- 
lings a hundred weight, which is about one 


tenth of the Price paid for it in the Weſt 
ladies, 


SoME OF THE REWARDS To THE OO 
AND VIRTUOUS. 


HOUSES will be built by the ſides of 
the roads, where ſuch as behave well will 
| have a houſe and garden, and ſo much 
money for keeping in repair a certain part 
of the high road, alſo to watch it, and ob- 
ſerve all the orders of the Board ; and ſuch 
as behave the beſt to be promoted on a va- 
cancy of the Inſpector of the Roads, &c. 
Villages to be erected on the crown- 
lands, waſtes and commons; ; and thoſe 
| houſes, farms and gardens appropriated in 
the ſame manner; and the ſame method 
to be obſerved in the building of houſes in 
proper places near the ſea for the fiſhermen. 
Thoſe houſes never to be ſold or let, but al- 
ways at the diſpoſal of government, who 
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will give them to ach as behave well ; but 
on their "miſbehavior to 20 to allother, | 


and the offender to be otherwiſe puniſhed 


or reformed: according to their crime; but 


on their continuing to hehave well, if they 
have a ſon or ſon-in- law, who alſo behaves 


well, he is to have the houſe, &c. in caſe 
of his father's death, upon the ſame terms, 
As thoſe houſes, farms and gardens will 
be in the eye of all travellers, this will be 


a great encouragement for all ranks of 
people to behave well; likewiſe annual 
premiums wall be given to ſuch as cultivate 
| their farms and gardens beſt, and who keep 
them and their houſes the neateſt, cleaneſt, 
and in beſt repair; thoſe rewards always 


to be of that nature which cannot be by 


the poſſeſſor alienated, but to remain with 
him, or go to his ſucceſſor, as the caſe may 
| be. In this way improvements will not 
be, as formerly, uncertain, flow, or pro- 


greſſive, but inſtantaneous over the whole 
iſland ; and every perſon may not only ſee 


what can be done, but alſo taught how to 
do it at a ſmall EXPenge x and every rea- 
ſonable 


1 5 J 
ſonable aid will be given them by this new 
Board. Thoſe farmers and gardeners will 
alſo be encouraged to K 
of fruit and foreſt trees, alſo garden and 
graſs ſeeds, and plants of all ſorts, to ſup- 


ply the ſurrounding country. Encourage- 


ment will alſo be given to ſuch as make the 
beſt butter and cheeſe, eyder, mead, elder, 
cowſlip, currant, WIGS and dine wines 
of Britiſh growth. n eee 4 

1 further propoſe; that an account Qiould 
be kept of what work is done by each child, 
as well as by each prifoner, and a certain 


part of it to be retained for them as ſome- 
thing to begin the world with; to which 
this Board will add ſuch further ſum, or 

grant ſome other favour as they may think 


moſt ſuitable to the child or priſoner's me- 
rit and future proſpects. In ſhort, nothing 
will be left undone that has any tendency 


to promote the general good of the country. 


There is no way equal to fiſhing for pro- 
_ curing a quantity of food at a ſmall ex- 
pence ; and there is no food ſo delicious 


K 4 =". alt 


cep an aſſortment 


: 
x 
k . ( 
. 5 ” . 
** . 
„ to ns nas r „ 2 
4 . nn e Y by 4 1 N. 8 8 _ N 2 — 3 Vi - EK WI IE Rr 2 * Iwo 2 8 n a — T 4 Fi 2 — nd - - 2 r 
5 7 1 A : e L : : , 1 7 r n 3 © . = . „ . 2.10 me NN 2 eee ee warts hgh, 3 8 os 2 a4. 
. k | ED 3% . Wen — Nr CARES : * n 2 PPP TE PER A i a, 8 ˙ .. ˙ A bo ISO SY 9 8 . : . 


- 
MF. > 
. - > =p : (> 4 A - - — — = — 1 4 1 = " 
2 . — 5 D 2 n < a = SLIT. Sores 
D C ² . ⅛— Q? . ̃ oo IIENEC SIRE 2, a 


— 


5 N 
*=Y — P . on OFT an, 


* 


an 1 
and SN, as may be ſeen” Go the 


numbers of children 1 in all fiſhing towns. 


_ Fiſhing employs many people, hut no 


| 3 except to carry them to market; ang 


fiſhing is the beſt nurſery for, ſeamen. 


Thoſe who wiſh to have variety may in 
this iſland indulge their taſte, as there are 
above one hundred different kinds of fiſh 
(chell-ſiſn included) in the rivers and ſeas 


that ſurround us, all good and plenty, be- 


ſides ſea-fowl; alſo laver, which is better 
than ſpinage; likewiſe dulſe and young 


tangles, which are excellent ſallads. 

OQur fiſheries are till under great reſtric- 
tions, and particularly with regard to ſalt. 
We are not permitted to cure fiſh with fo- 
reign ſalt for home conſumption, but for 


exportation only, becauſe no other will ſell 
in a foreign market; and it is well known 
that foreign ſalt is by far the beſt for curing 
of fiſh ; and I can ſee no good reaſon why 


the people of this country ſhould be obliged 
to eat worſe ſalt fiſh than other nations. 
The Dutch herrings are acknowledged 


ta be better than the Britiſh, though they 


are 


_ 
are eatched on our coaſts 3 the only differs 
ence is the method of curing them, and 
which we can do as well as they, if our 
laws would permit us. Thus foreigners are 
encouraged to take the bread out of our 
fiſhermen's mouths; and the public finding 
our ſalt-fiſn ſo indifferent, uſe the leſs of it; 
and others endeavour to get what is cured 
by foreigners, to the prejudice of our own 
fiſhermen, I know the argument uſed is to 
ſecure the duty on ſalt, but that ought not 
to have any weight in the preſent caſe, as 
the duty can be well ſecured by this new 

Board, even if it were greater than it is. 
It is not only the intereſt, but the duty 
of the noblemen and gentlemen of property, 
to uſe every methad to make all ranks of 
people around them happy. By the adop- 
tion of this new Board of Revenue it will 
full powers to afford protection and relief 
to all in diftreſs ;—at preſent the common 
people have nothing but their lives that 
they can call their own. It appears to me 
abſurd, that we ſhould expect a man to 
So Ton | fight 
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fight for religion or his native country, when 
they are not permitted to chooſe their own 


miniſters, and have nothing they can call 


their own to fight for; and if they enter 


into his Majeſty's ſervice, few of thoſe who 


ſurvive return to the place of their birth or 
education. Some get into Chelſea or Green- 
wich boſpitals; but ſtill that is not like 


getting back to their native land, where they 


would find the companions of their youth, 
the friends of their old age, It was with a 
view to this that I propoſed two hoſpitals 


to be eſtabliſhed in Scotland, the one for 


ſeamen, and the other for ſoldiers; ſo that 


when they were diſcharged, they may have 
It in their power to return to their native 
country. This would greatly promote re- 
gularity and good order amongſt the ſeamen 
and ſoldiers, if they were certain of return- 
ing to their friends,, &c. but on this expreſs 
condition, that they have behaved well while 
in the army or navy; in this event they 


ſhould be at liberty to chooſe which of the 


Hoſpitals they wiſhed to go to. Beſides this 


favour, in caſe of a yacancy, they would be 
promoted 


1 
promoted to a watchman's place on ſome of 
the roads, where they would have a good 
houſe, &c. not only for their own life, but 
alſo for the life of their ſons, provided they 
continued to deſerve it. And as there would 
be ſome thouſands of thoſe houſes all agree- 
ably ſituated over the iſland; they would be 
in the eye of all travellers, and greatly pro- 
mote ſobriety, induſtry, and regularity 
_ amongſt the people, as they may depend on 
their being given to them as a "reward for 
their paſt ſervices, | 
I would alſo humbly Rp that the 

male communicants under certain reſtric- 

tions ſhould be allowed to chooſe their own 

miniſters; and that all Scotch regiments 
ſhould have chaplains of the Communion of 
the Church of Scotland, who ſhould con- 
ſtantly attend the nde e hoy 
went. [Folds 
In order to put an end to the conteſt 
about the internal government of the Royal 
Burghs in Scotland, I humbly propoſe, that 
on the laſt day of December, or in the 
event of its being a Sunday, then on the 
5 ao 
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zoth of the ſaid month, in the year 199 , 
every male communicant who carties on 
trade, or who. refides in any city or town 
and pays taxes, ſhall have a right to vote at 
the election of magiſtrates, and who ſhall 
be authorized by Act of Parliament to be 
elected on that day; and thoſe magiſtrates 
ſo choſen ſhall continue till the uſual time 
of the annual election, when their ſucceſſors 
are to be elected in the ſame manner they 
now do, agreeably to their reſpective char- 
ters, the ſame as if the election in December 
had never been; and this December elec- 
tion to take place every years, which 
will give a check to the preſent practice of 
ſelf. election, and by not being enacted, to 
take place before the year 179 . It will 
give the preſent magiſtrates an opportunity 
of conciliating the minds of the inhabitants, 
as none of them would with to be choſen at 
Michaelmas, and not re-choſen in December. 
If by any means it ſhould ſo happen that 
unpopular magiſtrates are elected, the inha- 
bitants have it in their power every 
years to chooſe others in their room, 

3 urthes 
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1 further propoſe, that the people thould 
have the full enjoyment of all the privileges 


they ever had, or have a right to; and that 


the members of the Church of Scotland 


ſhould have the ſame right to exerciſe their 
liberties in England, as the members of the 


Church of England have always enjoyed in 
Scotland; there they have a right to marry 


their own people, and are not compelled to 


take any oath to the Church of Scotland. 
| —Before the late Marriage AQ, all clergy+ 


men had a right to marry. If the Legiſla- 
ture thought proper to reſtrict this privilege 


to the clergymen of the Church of England, 


they ought not to reſtrain the miniſters of 


the Church of Scotland from marrying the 
people belonging to their particular congre- 
gations in England. The Church of Scot- 


land is equally eſtabliſhed by law as the 


Church of England ; and as they, when in 
Scotland, have a right to. marry, not only 


their own people, but alſo all who chooſe. 


to employ them, ſure it is but juſtice to 
permit the clergymen of the Communion of 
the Church of Scotland to ATE thoſe who 

are 
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are members of their meetings in England 
and they ought not to be denied that liberty 
which the Jews and ſome others do enjoy. 
Indeed, I can ſee no good reaſon why all 
diſſenters ſhould not be permitted to per- 
form the marriage ceremony to thoſe be- 
longing to their reſpective congregations. 

The chief difference between the Churches 
of England and Scotland, are the cere- 
monies and government of the Church of 
England; as may be ſeen by comparing the 
Thirty- nine Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, with the Scots Confeſſion of Faith, 
which are materially the ſame ; and had the 


advice of the late Biſhop Burnet been fols 


lowed, they would have been ſtill nearer 
each other. 

I do not recolle& any oath that is re- 
quired by law to be taken, but what the 
members of the Church-of Scotland approve 
of, except the oath of Supremacy.— This, 
they ſay, a conſcientious member of their 
Church cannot take, becauſe the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the head of his own Church, there- 
Tote x Wy dare not acknowledge any other 

head. 


tw! 


1 In exery other reſpect they are moſt 


zealouſſy attached to his Majeſty's perſon, 
and the happy conſtitution of this country 
But they have always looked upon every: 


attempt to introduce the oath of Supremacy. 
as am infringement of their religious liberty. 
About fifry years ago a charter was granted 
to the Britiſ Linen Company at Edinburgh, 


wherein the oathᷣ of Supremacy was inſert- 
ed, and the oath of Abjuration kept out, 


with a bad deſign. This, together with the 
continuing to ſettle miniſters by preſenta- 


tions, ſo diſguſted the lower ranks of peo- 


ple, who, 1 am ſorry to ſay, in general pay 


more attention to the external duties of our 
holy religion than the rich; many of them 
left the Church of Scotland, built meetings, 
and choſe their own miniſters, which they 
find a very heavy tax, beſides putting many 
of them to great trouble and expenee in at- 


tending thoſe meetings; but they will ſub- 
mit to any inconvenience rather than be 
deprived of the ſpiritual GIO? of _ 


miniſters. O45 < 
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1 conceive that uniformity of feligion 
was not intended under the goſpel; others. 


| wiſe the Apoſtles would not have been per- 


mitted to differ ſo much amongſt themſelves, 
It is evident that this ſeeming difference ma- 
terially aſſiſted the ſpreading of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel, and even in our day greatly pro- 
motes a ſearch after truth. If we were per- 
fectly of one mind, and uſed only one form 
of worſhip, I am afraid we ſhould ſoon be 
found more careleſs and negligent in attend- 
ing the worſhip of God, and in time become 
like the ſeven churches mentioned in the 
Revelations. 
The protection and 0 of the 
fair ſex requires our particular attention, as 
their ſituation in many reſpects is peculiarly 
hard: ſuch as have the misfortune of being 
ſeduced or betrayed into any error, are too 
frequently abandoned by their former friends 
and relations, and ſhunned by the virtuous | 
part of their own ſex; thus deſerted, having 
neither friend, protector, or adviſer, or even 
2 place where they may live free from vice, 
or to ſtop in for a moment to recolle& their 
* deplorable 


1 


deplorable ſituation, and endeavour to amend 


their life, but are hurried on from bad to 
worſe, till they become a diſgrace to . 
ſelves and to ſociety. 

It gives me much a to fag that 
even in their worſt ſituation, they will find 
this new Board will inſtantly on their appli- 
cation take them under their protection, and 


afford N that relief which 1 is nan them 


of inſtruction and -er on ſimi- 


lar principles with the men, by placing 


them under the care of pious and prudent 
people of their own ſex, where they may 
remain till ſuch time as by their good be- 


haviour they are reconciled and reſtored to 
their former friends and e or ae. 
wile provided for. 


I further propoſe, that "PP ſhould be 
ſome houſes appointed for religious retire- 


ment, to ſuch who have been unfortunate in 


trade or otherwiſe, or who have ſmall for- 


tunes, or whoſe friends would contribute a 
{mall matter for their ſupport, rather than 
ſee them reduced to accept of the charity of 
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an hoſpital, or go into the workhouſe; thoſe 
houſes being alſo under the management of 
this Board, who will endeavour to make 
every thing comfortable to them, and where 
the friends who have been ſo kind as to con- 
tribute for their ſupport, will find theirboun- 
ty not only faithfully applied, but that the 
people in thoſe houſes of religious retire- 


ment will in every reſpect be better taken 


care of than they could be in any other place 
for the ſame money. | 
I likewiſe propoſe, that the convicts ſhould 
be confined in places of inſtruction and re- 
formation, and the duration of their confine- 
ment to. be longer or ſhorter according to 
the nature of the crime; yet never to be ſet 
at liberty till they have given proof of their 
reformation, by their due obedience to the 
| laws of the houſe for a certain time; and on 
giving their bond for their future good be- 
haviour, they will then, if they chooſe, be at 
liberty to leave the houſe, and have a certi- 
ficate of their character, alſo the money that 
has been retained for them out of their la- 
bour, * with ſuch further aid as this 
1 Board 
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Board may think them deſerving of; thus 


they will have a fair character and ſome 


money to begin the world again, and always 
be certain of the protection of the Board 


_. while three cue ern their counte- 


| natice. 


fit to be intruſted in any employment; and I 
would not wiſh another to give ſecurity for 


them, as, by their miſconduct, an innocent 
perſon might be involved; every one ſhould 


ſuffer only for their own acts and deeds. 
There will be few if any attempts made 
by debtors or priſoners who are natives of 
this country to make their eſcape,” as the 
length of their confinement will depend 
entirely on their good behaviour ; 'beſides, if 
they ſhould by undue means get out, they 


would ſoon be fetaken, and not dealt ſo 


kindly by as before they broke out. 
Particular attention muſt be 84 to their 
behaviour when in places of conſinement: 
lying and ſwearing are generally the origin 
| of all diſputes ; I wiſh that every perſon had 
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che ſame averſion to ſwearing as +. the late 


Mr. Garrick. I remember what he ſaid to 


me about it: he had given himſelf much up 


| to ſwearing when young, but the late Colo- 


nel Gardiner (whole life was wrote by Dr. 
Doddridge) gave him ſo genteel a reproof 
for ſwearing, that he left it entirely off, as 


| being diſgraceful to the character of a gen- 


tleman, and that he had always retained the 


higheſt reſpect for the Colonel's memory 
ever ſince. I am ſorry to fay, that I have 
heard people ſwear to what they knew to 
be falſe, and even at the time they might 
recollect that ſome of the company could 
diſprove, what they for the moment wiſhed 


them to believe was truth; a perſon thus 


wantonly and wickedly profaning the name 


of God, can have little credit paid to his 


miniſters and ſchoolmaſters, except thoſe of 
the eſtabliſhed churches of England and 


oath in a court of law, 


The licences propoſed to be anten to all 


Scotland, is not with a view to raiſe money, 


as it would be very hurtful to ſociety to tax 


education or religion; it is therefore pro- 
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poſed that the two ſhillings and ſix · pence 
is not to be paid more than once, "unleſs 
the miniſter or ſchoolmaſter ſhould remove: 
to another pariſh. In that event it will 
be neceſſary to have it renewed; but all 
miniſters, ' ſchoolmaſters, and their aſſiſt- 
ants, who are not natives of this iſland, 
ſhould pay an annual tax of ſive guineas, 
which will be of ſervice to the revenue, 
and prevent ſo many foreigners from inter- 
fering with the natives of this kingdom ; 
but all who have licences, whether annual 
or not, will be put equally under the pro- 
tection of this propoſed Board, and none 
of them will be diſturbed in their regular 
attendance at their reſpective places of wor- 
ſhip, which I am ſorry to ſay is not the 
caſe at preſent in ſome places of this coun» 
try. It appears abſurd to me, that the Diſ- 
ſenters, who come under the Act of Tolera- 
tion, ſhould not have the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of that privilege. If they apply for 
a conſtable, it not only is attended with 
expence, but the very application begets 
a 24% of oppoſition againſt them; but 

Wy when 
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when they take out a licence, this Board 
will afford them full protection without 
further expence, or e them to ihe 8 


pear as complainers. | 


1 moſt ſincerely wiſh that all Miniſters 


would be earneſt to preach the Goſpel of 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
faid to Nicodemus, „ Except a man be 


born of water, a0 of the Spirit, he 
0 cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 


In another place we are told, © that with- 


cout holineſs no man can ſee the Lord. 
Conſequently, thoſe who preach any other 
doctrine neglect their duty, and miſlead 
the people. A moral man is a good mem- 
ber of ſociety: however, morality alone 
will never bring a ſinner to glory; but a 


perſon that is regenerated muſt live a moral 
life, and they have this promiſe, Rom. ch. x. 


ver. 9. That if thou confeſs with thy 
„ mouth the Lord Jeſus, and believe in 
„ thine. heart that God hath raiſed him 
* from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” By 
promoting the real happineſs of 'the people, 
it muſt have many good effects; they will 


be 
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be. grateful and induſtrious: the time now 
ſpent in forming ſocieties for redreſs of 
grievances, &c. will be employed in uſeful. 
labour; and when they find they have the 
full and free enjoyment of their civil and 
religious liberties, they will be ready. on 

every occaſion to defend their country 

againſt all its enemies either domeſtic or 
foreign, eſpecially if a law was made for 
giving a reward of pounds to choſe 
who ſhould kill or take any enemy that 
landed or attempted to land in this iſland; 
and that ſuch as were wounded in the de- 
fence of their country ſhould be entitled 
to the ſame advantages as if they had been ky 
regimented ſoldiers at the time. 
The watchnien, with their wives, chil. : 
dren, and connections, will amount to many 
thouſands, each of whom will be uſeful, 
in caſe of an invaſion, to ſpread an alarm 
over the whole country; and in driving 
the cattle and removing the proviſions, &c. 
from the ſea-coaft to places of ſecurity. As 
the whole country may be expected to riſe 
as one body, our enemies will be afraid to 
L 4 35 make 


make an attempt. However, by the means 


of this new Board, the royal dock-yard, 


the two hoſpitals for ſeamen and ſoldiers, 
the watchmen's houſes, &c. this ifland will 
always be in a perfect ſtate of defence, ei- 


ther in peace or war; and that without 


any expenditure of the preſent revenue. 
I am the more confirmed in this opinion, 
when I recollect what I heard of the rebel- 
lion in 1715, and what I ſaw of that in 
1745. When King William arrived here 


in 1688, his miniſters faid that the beſt 


way of ſecuring the affections of the people 
was to make his enemies his friends, as he 


might be certain'that thoſe who were now 


his friends would continue ſo. By follow- 
. ing this advice, his friends ſaw they were 
neglected; at the ſame time his enemies 
increaſed; for when they found that by 


oppoſition they got places, &c. it ſoon be- 


came more general; and unleſs a perſon got 


ſome court favour, he went to the other 


party, which occaſioned the rebellion in 


1715. The clergymen of the Church of 


Scotland were always particularly attached 
5 to 


L 
to the Conſtitution as eſtabliſhed at the 
Revolution; many of them had been much 


perſecuted and ſhamefully oppreſſed during 


the former reigns, which made them the 
more earneſt to preſerve their civil and reli - 


gious liberties. The worthy Mr. Macvicar, 


miniſter of the Weſt-kirk, waited upon 
the Duke of Argyle, with four hundred of 


his pariſhioners, who were ready to obey 
the commands of his Grace. Fortunately 
there was no occaſion for them. Had men 
been wanted, many thouſands would have 
attended their different miniſters as volun- 
teers; but this only ſhewed to the enemies 


of our happy Conſtitution where the 
ſtrength of the people lay, in the mutual 


regard that ſubſiſted between their mini- 


ſters and them. 


In order to put an end to that happy 
union of minifters and people, Satan, the 


great enemy of the Church, ſtirred up our 
then rulers to ſend miniſters into the differ- 


ent churches as they became vacant, who 
were not the choice of the people, but 


freed: upon them by preſentations, and 
8 i even 
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even military force ſometimes employed to 

protect chem; and good Mr. Macvicar, in 
place of any reward for bringing four hun- 
dred men to the Duke of Argyle, as already 
mentioned, had a colleague forced upon 
him, about the year 1734, by a party of the 
City-guard of Edinburgh, under the com- 
mand of the well-known Captain Porteous, 
who wantonly fired amongſt the people, 
and wounded about twelve of them. The 
magiſtrates of Edinburgh inſerted in the 
newſpapers that the miniſter was ſettled 
peaceablyj. Two gentlemen of the pariſh, 
in anſwer to this falſe aſſertion, ſtated the 
fact as it really was, mentioning the names 
of the people, &c. who were wounded, 
and the ſurgeon's name who dreſſed them. 
On which the magiſtrates ſent for the print- 
ers, and defired to know who gave them 
the paragraph ; which they refuſing to do, 
were committed to priſon; they afterwards 
gave up the authors, and were ſet at li- 
berty, but the authors were fined ; on which 
they moved it into another court, . where 
the ſentence of the eie was con- 
firmed, 
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firmed by the Judges, who ſaid, that if ma- 
giſtrates were to be contradifted in this 
manner, it would leſſen their authority ag 
magiſtrates; and as the law then ſtood, it 


could not be appealed to the Houſe of 


Lords; ſo that the authors were obliged to 
ſubmit to their fines. A few years after- 
wards, Captain Porteous wantonly fired 
again at the execution of a criminal, for 
which he was tried, and received ſentence 
of death; the manner of which 1 is ſo well | 
known, that I need not repeat it. I ſhall 
only add, that on his trial he urged in his 


defence, that he fired on the people at the 


ſettlement of the Weſt-kirk, which the 
magiſtrates had approved of; though in 0 


the caſe of the printers above ſtated, the 


magiſtrates poſitively denied the fact, and 


the defendants were not permitted to go 


into the proof, which they could have 


proved by hundreds of witneſſes. 


The ſettling of miniſters by preſentations 
e ee, ſo many diſputes, that numbers 
of the people left the Church, and had mi- 


Rent of their own chooſing; and in the 


ſaid 


——— — — 
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ſaid pariſh of Weſtkirk the firſt large meet- 
ing was built; they now have ſeveral more 


in that pariſh, beſides numbers all over the 


country; ſo that when the rebellion broke 
out in 1745, the miniſters had not quite 
ſo much to ſay with their people. I be- 
lieve good Mr. Macvicar could have carried 
four hundred men with him on any emer- 
gency z but thoſe who had at that time the 
management of the aſfairs in the North did 
not enjoy the confidence of the people ; ſo 
that there was not proper attention paid to 
the then ſtate of the country. In civil 
wars the inhabitants are careful whom they. 
| give intelligence to; the only perſon who 
had the full confidence of the people was 
Colonel Gardiner, who was ordered with 
his regiment to Stirling. There was ano- 
ther regiment of dragoons at that time in 
Scotland ; the colonel requeſted that they 
would ſend him that regiment alſo, and he 
would be anſwerable that the rebels ſhould 
not paſs the Forth. His requeſt was not 
complied with; ſo that Colonel Gardiner, 
not having order to riſk an engagement 
| with 


L I 
with the Highland army, was obliged to 
retreat, which he did in ſo judicious and 
flow a manner with his own regiment only, 
which was his whole force, that though 
the diſtance from Stirling to Edinburgh is 
but 35 miles, yet he ſpent ſeveral weeks 
in this retreat: the rebels durſt not ven- 
ture to attack him, and he had no orders 
to ſight them; but he knew the country 
well, being the place of his birth and edu- 
cation, and had regular information of what 
the rehels were doing; ſo that by this flow 
retreat, his Majeſty's miniſters had full time 
to have purſued vigorous meaſures, if they 
had thought proper. The laſt poſt the 
colonel occupied betwixt the rebel army 
and the city of Edinburgh was the Colt- 
bridge, whete I ſaw them. He then re- 
treated towards Dunbar, where Sir John 
Cope landed with his army; on which they 
proceeded to meet the Highland army, who 
marched out of Edinburgh to attack them. 
Colonel Gardiner requeſted of Sir John 
Cope to permit him to attack the rebels 
with his own regiment while they were on 
their 


I 58 ; 


their march; which Sir John refuſed, as 


he did every other propoſition made by 
the colonel. At laſt the colonel told him: 
« I know what will be the conſequence; 
* you will fly, and I will die;“ which ac- 


cordingly happened the next day; and 


when Sir John got to Berwick, they told 


him, that he was the firſt general who had 


ever brought the account a his own de- 
feat. 


they entered Edinburgh; they were ſup- 
poſed not to exceed i doo; and many of them 
had no arms except pikes and ſcythes fixed 
to the ends of poles. However they ſoon 

got arms; for there were, if I remember 
right, about 1 500 ſtand that belonged to 

the City of Edinburgh, which they imme- 
diately ſeized ; and it was by this means 
they - were put in a ſituation to attack Sir 
John Cope. 


By the beſt information I was able to get 
at that time or ſince, the rebel army at no 


one period exceeded 5000, though by add- 
og: together the different accounts, as 
ſtated 


me & ©®3 — 


1 ſaw the Bighland army de morning | 


1 

„ 
ſtated in the Caledonian Mercury, they 
amounted to about 5 3,000. The conduct 
of this newſpaper was ſo reprobated, that 
it was afterwards forbid to be ſent by poſt, 


as other newſpapers were. They had an 


excuſe, that the Highland army placed a 


guard on the preſs (I have ſeen two men 


ſtanding by the preſs with drawn ſwords); 
and this was alſo the caſe at the printing- 
| houſe of the Evening Courant, yet they 
were careful not to miſlead the thy with 
their information. 


The battle of Falkirk, wider thy! come 
3 of General Hawley, was ſtill more 
unfortunate; the dragoons broke through 
our foot, and trode them down; upon which 
every perſon endeavoured to ſave his life 


by flight, and returned to Edinburgh in 


ſmall parties and great confuſion, all calling 


out they were betrayed. General Hawley 
had: recourſe to his favourite diſcipline of 
hanging up the ſoldiers. [I remember ſee- 


ing four of them hanging for a whole day 


in the Graſs-market ; ; and it was reported 


| that many more were to ſhare the ſame 


fate. 
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fate. However, very fortunately, his royal 
highneſs William duke of Cumberland ar- 
rived, and was received with great joy by 
the inhabitants as well as by the army: he 
pardoned all the foldiers under ſenterice of 
death; and the whole army reſumed a very 


different appearance, and were ready to go 
any where with his royal highneſs; but it 


was the general opinion before his royal 
highneſs arrived, that no other general 


would be able to get the army to face the 
rebels again, they being ſo prepoſſeſſed with 
the idea that they were betrayed. In ſhort, 


they had no confidence in any other gene- 


His royal higlineſs found himſelf in a 


good ſituation as to intelligence; the miniſ- 
ters of the Church of Scotland, and other 
people attached to the Conſtitution, knew 
they were perfectly ſafe in giving him in- 
formation. He was ſo ſenſible of their 


good offices, that he expreſſed a deſire to 
ſerve them in any thing in his power, 


which many of them wiſhed to avail them- 


ſelves of ; but fas bad people interfered, 
and 


and ſtarted ſo many | difficulties to every 

thing that was propoſed, that the intended 
| application to his Royal Highneſs was drop- 
ped, and the miniſters never received any 


favour for their good ſervices. 


When I compare what was told me. of 


the rebellion in 1715 with what I ſaw i in 
1745, J ſee the conduct of our armies, &c. 
were very different. Upon Colonel Mack- 
intoſh and his party taking poſſeſſion of 


the Citadel of Leith, the Lord Provoſt of ; 
Edinburgh ſent expreſs after expreſs to the 


Duke of Argyle, who was then at Stirling, 
| His Grace came im mediately with a regi- 


| ment of dragoons, each dragoon carrying 
a foot ſoldier behind him; and this march 


of 35 miles he ele = in .one day. 


When Colonel Mackintoſh was appriſed of 


his Grace's arrival, he thought proper to 
march off in the night at low water, and 


went into England, where he was after- 


wards defeated at Preſton. 
About this time a plan was mad 7 
the rebels of getting poſſeſſion of the Caſtle 


of Edinburgh by treachery, which would 
| M | have 
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have been effected, had not a lady, who 
vas let into the ſeeret, ſent an anonymous 
letter to the Lord Juſtice Clerk, requeſting 
his lordſhip inſtantly to come to a particu- 
lar part of the High-ſtreet, and to walk 
ſlowly, and a lady in ſuch a dreſs would 
vrhiſper ſomething of great importance in 
his ear as the paſſed. His lordſhip imme- 
diately gave the lady the meeting, when 
ſhe begged his lordſhip, for God's ſake, to 
go directly to the Caſtle, and in ſuch a place 
he would find the ſentinel with a rope-lad- 
der in his hand. His lordſhip made the 
beft of his way to the Caſtle, and found 
every thing to be as the unknown lady had 
deſcribed it; the ſentinel was afterwards 
hung in irons on the ſame part of the wall 
where he had the ladder. In thoſe days 
the people were active; but in 1745 they 
feemed all aſleep, or in a worſe ſituation. 
The faſt friends to their King and country 
had no reward, but rather received a check 
for their zeal, while. they by whoſe miſ- 
conduct our affairs were brought into ſo 
bad a ſituation had afterwards marks of 


5 5 favour 
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fivour thewn them. * Hawley was 
created à Peer, and the gentleman who mar- 
ried the illegitimate daughter of Sir John 
Cope was created a. Baronet; but no favour 
of any ſort has ever been ſhewn to the huſ- 
| bands of Colonel Gardiner's daughters. 
MN deſign of menkloniag che mund er- 
rors and miſtakes of former times is only 
to ſhew the bad effects of that left-handed 
wiſdom of giving to the enemies of this 
| country thoſe favours which were the un- 
doubted right of its friend nds ; and to ſhew, 
that by the eſtabliſhing of this new Board 
every earthly advantage may be expected 
ttom it, as has will be employed by them 
but che real friends of our happy Conſti- 
tutibh; and all who commit any breach of 
the laws will be put into houſes of reforina- 
tion. By adhering ſtrictly to this rule of 
tewarding the good and virtuous, and re- 
forming the bad, crimes will be prevented, 
and puniſhments but rately inflicted; as the 
duty of every individual will be thus con- 
nected with their intereſt; and the more 
bod is done by this new Boafd, the more 
„„ the 
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the public revenue will be increaſed, and 
the true happineſs of U wre 


R Conetomon: 

Li HOPE the 2 of matter contained 
in theſe Sketches, when duly conſidered and 
taken as a further elucidation of what I have 
already Rated in the three Pamphlets men- 
tioned on the back of the title-page of this 
one, will not only be found to be new, but 
of the greateſt utility to Great Britain, eſpe- 
cially at this remarkable period, when the 
laws cannot be enforced without puniſhing 
the innocent in order to come at the guilty ; 3 
when the trials by juries, which we juſtly 
eſteem the greateſt ſecurity to the life, liber- 
ty, and property of a Britiſh ſuby ect, cannot 

be carried on in a ſhort time as formerly. 
If the priſoner has been guilty of any crime, 
it is extremely hard that a reſpectable jury 

| ſhould be taken from their families and bu⸗ 
ſineſs, and ſo cloſely confined for ſo n 


days and nights, and deprived of the liberty. | 
1 {hooking with wel perſon. 1 know this 


is 
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is a moſt delicate ſubject 10 touch upon in 
the preſent ſituation of affairs. I only men- 


tion it as I do the other matters hinted at in 


theſe Sketches, chiefly to. ſhow that the plan 
I have the honour of propoſing, is a moſt 
Effectual Remedy againſt all the evils now 
complained of. By rewarding the good and 


virtuous, and reforming the bad, crimes will 
be prevented, and puniſhments found un- 


neceſſary, which can certainly be done by 
eſtabliſhing this new Board, empowering 


them to regulate priſons and other places of 
confinement ; alſo to enquire into the ma- 
nagement of the Charity Schools, and to 
ſee whether or not their funds are faithfully 
applied for the purpoſes of their reſpective 
inſtitutions, and the real benefit of the chil- 
dren. Surely it cannot be ſuppoſed that any 


perſon did ever contribute to have the hair 


of the Charity children powdered on a Sun- 


day, when this luxury of dreſs is not per- 
mitted to the children of the Nobility when 
at ſchool. Train up a child in the way 
he ſhould go, and when he is old he will 
on depart from it. | | 
fe dog M = RE In 
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In eſtabliſhing a conſtant watch, under 
| the direction of this new Board, all people 
will be _ protected in their perſons and 
property; and the fees, '&c, ariſing from 

this and the improved roads and canals, will 
much increaſe the revenue. I have other 
funds to proppſe, beſides thoſe already men- 
tioned for this beneyolent inſtitution. But 
1 humbly think that I have communicated 
more than any perſon ever did, without re- 
_cetving any benefit from it; and beg leave 
to recall the attention of my readers to what 


1 have ſtated 1 In the 97 7th and 98th pages, of b 5 


dhe preſent revenue being (increaſed ſixty 
_ thouſand pounds a-year by my means; be- 
ſides. enriching the authors, and giving) em- 
ployment to many thouſands of our induſ. 
trious people, and which is only one of the 
many good ſervices I have n my 
country. 
It is alſo a order of the great ni 
the revenue would receive, by this Board 
giving full protection to all who pay taxes, 
and by the watchmen, &c. being urider'their 
direction; the whole country would be kept 
Ut j | mn 
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in perfect peace; and by the ſame means 
the good and virtuous are rewarded, and 
the wicked reformed, the public revenue 
will be increaſed; To puniſh man is the 
employment and delight of : devils ; but our 
heavenly Father is abundant in mercy, and 
we are told. That he ſhall have judgment 
without mercy, who ſheweth no 'mercy ;” 
and he invites all ſinners to come to him in 
the way of his appointment; and'the-Lord 
Jefug Chriſt tells us, He is the way, and 
the truth, and the life; ſo that no ſimner 
who ſincerely repents ſhall ever be rejected. 
But to pardon a criminal and ſet him at 
liberty before he is reformed, is neither fliew- 
ing mercy to him nor to the public. I am 
fully convinced that if this plan of prevent- 
ing crimes had been adopted when I firſt 
propoſed it, the people would have remain- 
ed quiet, and the ſeditious meetings com- 
plained of could not have been held, conſe- 
quently the preſent trials for treaſon would 
have been prevented. Nay, I go farther, 
in Gying, that if ſuch a watch as the pro- 
poſed one had been eſtabliſhed ninety years 
| M4 ago, 


ago, neither the rebellion in 1715 or 1745 
eould have happened. The watch would 
have prevented their getting together, as the 
people of Scotland were much in favour of 
our happy Conſtitution, which is evident 
from the ſmall number who took up arms 
againſt it. I have already ſtated, that the 
army which came to Edinburgh in 1 745, | 
did not exceed 1800; and after twice de- 
feating the Royal army, yet their numbers 
did not exceed ;5000, who were chiefly Ro- 
man Catholics, or of the Epiſcopal Church; 
and even many of them not well affected to 
the cauſe, but had been compelled: to follow 
their ſuperiors; ſo that it would have been 
no llifficult matter to have made them all 
priſoners, could the people of that country 
have put any confidence in the then Admi- 
niſtration. But by the introducing the oath 
of Supremacy into a Royal Charter, in place 
of the oath of Abjuration, and continuing to 

force Miniſters into pariſhes by preſenta- 
tions, and giving places and penſions to the 
enemies of our King and country, it could 
not be en that thois people who found 
: : | emleires, - 


TS.” 
themſelves thus aggrieved and neglected, 
would riſk their lives in ſupport of that Ad- 
miniſtration who purſued | ſuch n= a6,nowd 
and hurtful meaſures. ' / 

I know ſome of thoſe who profited by 
the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion, repreſented 
the rebel army as numerous and dangerous 
to the Conſtitution, in order to ſerve their 
own intereſt ; and got a ſevere law enacted 
_ to puniſh the innocent along with the guilty, 


in prohibiting the uſe of their ancient and 
moſt convenient dreſs. This hardſhip the 


Highlanders ſubmitted to with great patience 


- 


for above thirty years. I thank God that 


Act is now repealed. It is but juſtice to ſay 
of the Highland army, what I frequently 


ſaw, that their behaviour was quiet and 


peaceable to thoſe who were not in arms 


againſt them. 


Though I moſt earneſtly recommend the 
inſtitution of this new Board, and eftabliſh-. 
ing a conſtant watch, &c. yet ] likewiſe 
propoſe, that the members of the Church of 


Scotland ſhould enjoy thoſe privileges they 
have a legal right to: that Church is equ ally 
22 eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed by. law. as the Church of Enge 
land; yet they do not enjoy the ſame rights 
and. privileges in England, as the members 
of the Church of England do in Scotland: 
there the latter are not reſtrained from do- 
ing any thing they can do in England they 
not only perform the marriage ceremony to 
the members of their own Church, but alſo 
to all others who chooſe to employ them. 
Surely this privilege of performing the mar- 
riage ceremony ought not to be withheld 
from the miniſters of the Church of Scot- 
land when they are in England. Indeed, I 
cannot ſee there would be any harm if all 
Diſſenters had the ſame liberty to marry ſuch 
as belong to their own particular congrega- 
tions only. I have already mentioned that 
Jews and ſome other people have this pri- 
vilege. J further propoſe, that the male 
communicants in the Church of Scotland, 
under certain regulations, ſhould have the 

| liberty to chooſe their | own miniſters ;— 
there is no advantage that I know of in re- 
ſtraining them from it. The people will 
not 80 to the churches where miniſters are 
forced 


£ wn } 


forced in upon them by preſentations, 0 
conſequently put themſelves to great ex 


iniſters of their own choice. If they were 
— to chooſe miniſters as the churches 


a heavy expence, and enable them to pay 
their rents better and make them happy. 
I fincerely wiſh that every cauſe of com- 
plaint was removed :—the people have been 
long amuſed of ſomething to be done for 


their relief, and even Acts of Parliament 

paſſed for that purpoſe; but ſome of them 
have not been followed up, one of which 
I mentioned in my Letter to the Magiſ- 


trates, &e. of the Royal Burghs. But 


what I have here propoſed, if once paſſed 


into a law, cannot fail of being immediately 


followed up, as it will produce a larger 


revenue to Government than they can have 


in any other way, and at the ſame time 
greatly promote the happineſs of the na- 


tion, and of courſe be the only popular 


tax. It may be expected to go on as faſt 


as 


vn in building meetings and ſupporting 


become vacant, it would foon reduce the 
number of meetings, relieve the people from 
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125 as the roads can be ſurveyed, and houſes 
built or provided for the watchmen, 0! 
The road from London to Edinburgh 
may be watched and greatly improved in 
two years, when perhaps his Majeſty may 
honour that city with a viſit. The palace 
of Holyrood Houſe, the ancient ſeat of 
kings, is a moſt agreeable ſituation for ſea- 
bathing; and the Sands of Leith, where : 
the races are now run, a pleaſant and 
healthy ride for air and exerciſe, being al- 
ways free from duſt. The Toads, when 
watched, will be ſafe and agreeable to all 
"who walk or journey in any other way. 
The coaches will be free of the trouble and 
expence of a guard. Beſides the regular 
ſtages to ſtop at for change of horſes, &c. 


there will be houſes of leſs note every few 


miles, where paſſengers may refreſh them- 
ſelves. The ſundry improvements going 

on at the new farms and watch-houſes, &c. 
will be entertaining to many travellers; 
and if any perſon ſhould have a doubt of 
their being ſafe to travel by themſelves on 
theſe roads, they _— have to apply to the 

| proper 
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proper watch-houſe for a general or parti- 

cular protection, which will be granted 
them on payment of a ſmall fee, according 

to the diſtance, &c.; and the Board will 
then be anſwerable for their ſafety. As the 
inſtitution of thoſe watchmen is for the pub- 
lic good, they will always be found the 
ready and faithful ſervants of the public. 


Many people who live at or wiſh to go 


to Blackheath, Croydon, Kingſton, Rich- 
mond, Brentford, Barnet, &c. will find it 
their advantage to have a general or par- 
ticular protection from this Board, when 
they may depend on their being conducted 
in ſafety to the place they wiſh, and at the 
time appointed, by the Board ; and thoſe 
advantages will in time be extended over 
the whole iſland. The fees to the office, 
though ſmall, will be numerous, conſe- 
quently productive. It will alſo be volun- 


tary; and I expect, as ſoon as it is fully 


explained and perfectly underſtood, that 
noblemen, gentlemen, &c. will apply for 
protections, as they now do to the fire-of- 


I” tices to have their houſes, &c. inſured. 


What 


ET WF. 
| What has been propoſed is more adapted 
for the improvement of Scotland than of 
England; but, with ſuitable alterations, it 
can be made to ſerve beth, on the faine' 
good principle of giving rewards, &e. to 
the good, and reforming the bad; and 
likewiſe to put an end to all diſeontents 
amongſt the people, which chiefly originate 
about the tithes, to which the Clergy have 
an undoubted right; but when their people 
and they differ ſo widely in the manner 
they ſhould be paid, &c. it cannot be ex- 
pected they will give much attention to 
what is faid from the pulpit. However, I 
think it may be put on ſuch a footing as 
will make it agreeable to both parties; but 
as this plan is ſufficient of itſelf to make a 
pamphlet, I muſt defer it for the preferit, as | 
I alſo do what I had to ſay about the num- 
ber and reformation of the convicts, and 
' ſeveral other matters, having already ex- 
ceeded the bounds I propoſed. Tye 
"an that is wanted to make the people | 
happy, the revenue productive, the admi- 
niſtration popular, and this iſland the beſt 
place 


Si. © 1 
place in the world to live in, is to eſtabliſh 
this new Revenue Board, with full powers 
to encourage the agriculture, fiſheries, and” 
manufactures of the country; to protect 
and reform the people; and, by the bleſſing 
of God, they will become like one well 
regulated family. Fes | 
There is nothing more evident than that 
the true intereſt of this nation is to cultivate 
our lands, and encourage our fiſheries and 
manufactures. Had we confined outfelves' 
to this in 1739, in place of going into the 
Spaniſh war, we not only ſhould have con- 
tracted no new debts, but the then debt, 
which was about forty-ſix millions, would 
have been paid off long ago; and we ſhould 
alſo have had many millions in ſtore, in 
caſe of any unforeſeen events; and, what! 3 
eſteem better than money, above two mil - 
lions more of inhabitants in this country, 
all paying taxes, and enriching their native 
land by their induſtry. In this event, one 
quarter of our preſent taxes would have 
been ſufficient for all the exigentcidy! of | 85 : 
vernment. 
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War is ruinous in every point of view, 
It hurts our trade / materially by the in- 
creaſe of freight and inſurance, and raiſes 
the price of many articles. I believe the 
additional price paid on coals imported into 
the Thames is about four hundred thou- 
ſand pounds a year—a heavy tax of itſelf, 
War is. one of the moſt ſevere ways by 
which the Almighty chaſtiſes his people. 
Our allies in one war too frequently prove 
our enemies in another; and it is Impoſſible 
for human wiſdom to foreſee the conſe- 
_ quences. If we get any foreign iſlands, 
&c. they never pay the expences attend- 
ing their capture, beſides the loſs of thou- 
ſands of our brave countrymen who fall 
in the enterprize ; and while we retain any 
of theſe conqueſts, it only gives a Jones 
for beginning another war. 
When our people go abroad, if they h im- 


prove their fortunes, it is but ſeldom they 


improve in piety and virtue; and when 
they return to their native ſhore, they are 
frequently attended by luxury and its con- 
comitants ; ; lo that, by this or ſome other 

means, 


Fw 


means, their riches ſeldom continue ſo long 
in the family as thoſe who acquire fortunes 
at home. 

Though ſome of the obſereatiqns I have 
made give me pain, yet when I view things 


in another way, they afford me pleaſure. 1 ; 


ſuppoſe about one third part of the lands in 
this iſland are almoſt in a ſtate of nature, 
and there is little of what 1 is cultivated but 
85 may be very much improved. Thank God, 
it is ſtill ours! and by his goodneſs we have 
the means of cultivating it in our own 


power, which we can do without running the 


riſk of loſs of health by change of climate, 
or being drowned by the way, or taking one 

penny or one penny 's worth out of this 
country. If my readers will be ſo good as 


to look into my Miſcellaneous Propoſals, 
page 49 and 50, and into the 105th and 
two following pages of this book, they will 
ſee how many millions will be annually 


ſaved by our internal trade alone, which is 
the moſt certain one; but when I come to 


make an eſtimate of our fiſheries, &c. thoſe 


ſums ſtated will be more than doubled. 
N 1 come 


|- 
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I come now to the moſt agreeable part 
of the | buſineſs, though I am afraid it 
will be looked upon by many as the moſt 
impoſſible one. However, I ſhall attempt 
to ſhew, that when this effectual and general 
reformation of life and manners, as hinted 
at in theſe Sketches, has been fully carried 
into effect by the propoſed Board, that the 
people will not only be perfectly reconciled 
to pay taxes, as by their doing it regularly, 
and alſo their fees, &c. to this Board, they 
will be fully protected in their perſons and 
property, and likewiſe have the free enjoy- 
ment of their civil and religious liberty. 
Many attempts have been made, and differ- 
ent ſocieties formed for the protection of 
property, &c. which have not only proved 
expenfive, but in many caſes ineffectual, 
not being ſupported by Government: but 
' what I here propoſe is to make protection 
and taxation go hand in hand; by which 
means this propoſed. Board will proſecute 
all the breaches of the peace committed 
upon thoſe who put themſelves under their 
; Protection, f in the ſame manner as the rob» 
beries 
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beries of the mail, &c. are done by the 
General Poſt Office, which I humbly think 
will be one of the greateſt earthly bleſſings 
we can enjoy; and when the reformation 
of life and manners goes on, all who are 

really reformed will look upon death, not 

as the king of terrors, but as à friendly | 

meſſenger ſent by their heavenly father to 
bring them into thoſe manſions of everlaſt- 
ing felicity which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
has prepared for all his faithful followers, 
Many of the obſervations I have made are 
obvious, but others will require further ex- 
planation, which ſhall be done in due time. 
I truſt J have made out what is men- 
tioned in the Introduction, that I have 
combined the duty of Adminiſtration with 
their intereſt; ſo that the more real good 
they do to the people, the public revenue 
will be the more productive. 5 

No good government can long continue 


without. the regular payment of taxes and 


the prevention of crimes, both of which 
will be completely done by this new Re- 
venue . 
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II I have in theſe Sketches committed 
any miſtake, I ſhall eſteem it a particular 
favour of my friends who will be ſo kind 
as to acquaint me with it; and all letters 
for me, poſt paid, to the care of Mr. 
DoNALDSON, Bookſeller, Edinburgh; or 
Meſſrs. CaDbELL. and DAvizs, Strand, 
London; will be duly attended to. 
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